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|  derſtup, by their Numbers or Influence in the Electi- 
on, and to over-rule the People to a profound Silence, 
or fimulate Conſent, with reſpe& thereto. Nor can 
they ha ve great Difficulty in all this, wkile the People, 
the © Generality of Elders not excepted, are their own, 
Tenants or Dependents, far gone many Times in Ar- 
rears, or otherwiſe very obnoxious to them; 7 
when 
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iſe with theſe Tenants" im Point f 
1th theſe Lenants in — 


pliance 3 for the Generality of them, in the North 
of Scotland at leaſt, are ſo trained up and inured to 
a State of abſolute Submiſſion and Dependence; they 
| ſcarce know what it | is to differ from their Mafters, ; 
vr to countera@ them in any Thing. The Heritor's 
The Ele&prs however, or a ſufficient Number of 
hem, being got diſpoſed, by Ways and Means, to joyn 
heir diſafſected Superiors, ther; improve this Handle 
or forcing the Settlement they deſign; be the Pref 
- tery's Scruples and Exceptions againſt it, or the 
anner of bringing it about, what they wills If a 
Presbytery refuſe or delay their Concnrrencs, _ 


as 
FO 
19s, 
to 


of 


are immediately appealed from to the provincial 
Synod, and are brought to the Synod?s Bar, as Par- 
ies with the diſaffected Gentry Appellants 3 who 
vill not, . all this Ad vantage, truſt their 
auſe to a fair Hearing, but muſt have the Meet- 
ng picket and prepared for their Purpoſe? For . 
his End a Cireui bs ſownetimks made before the Sy= 
odꝰs Meeting, through the whole Plovince 5 Mini- 
ters are ſolicited with as great Aſſurance, and upon 
s frivolous Topicks, as if they were Men of no 
onſcience or Juſtice, or were not obliged to act the 
art of impartial Jud e e to the Merites f 
he Cauſe ; or as if the Thing, of which they were 


* 


Imoſt every Mmifter (from whom any Complaiſonce 
an be expe ted) muſt be ſer upon by his Hexi ore 
nd Rel tions, in forcing the Deſire of” the Party ſo- 

jeiting his Friendſhip in their Affair. 
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Jircumftances, it is much the ſame in Point of Com- 


vill, if it is not in Money Matters, is a Law to them 


d judge, were only Matter of Compliment. and. _ 
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J 1 * Ny After all; if they are not aſſured of a ſufficier 
nod, for 1 05 their Cauſe, then have they Re 
cCouxſe to the Help of the elective Members, the ru 


ing Elders, whom, in ſome Presbyteries, and by ſome 
oy | of their Churcli-Seſſions, they readily get . ordained 
=_ or admitted, and thereupon commiſſioned to attend 
. the Synod, for ſerving the Turn (bad e f per 
hhaps, to the Church) for which their Ordination 
or Admiſſion had been intended or accelerated. 
In all which Inſtances of Management, very dans 
gerons, I think, to the Church, the Managers are en- 
couraged and ſupported by ſome. of her own Mem- 
bers, Office-Bearers and. Judicatures! When the 
' compear with their Appeals before ſome Synods, ac. 
companied with ſuch Minifters as are brought ovet 
to their Side by Influence and Solicitation, with rul 
ing Eldersordained, admitted and commiſſioned fri 
re nata, and with others of the like favourable Dif 

'  polition to their Cauſe, then they carry, for the moſ 
Part, all before them, eſpecially it there is a Pręſeit 
ation, or the Shadow of it, in the Field. The maſ 
ſolemn Sentences and Deeds of Presbyter ies are ſome 
times reverſed at their Inſtance, the moſt unwarran 
table Sentences pronounced, and the moſt extraneo 
Perſons clapt down upon Presbyteries, as Correſpor 
dents or Committees, for putting theſe Sentences 1 
Execution! And, if a Synod ſhould diſappoint they 
they bring their Cauſe to the Aſſembly, and tearing 


to riſque it there, find Means to get it remitted | te ſte 
the Commiſſion ( to ſit in Auguſt no Doubt) fron fo! 
which they look for the ſame Encouragement, aud 
ſeldom come ſhort of it, as from a packed: or pre th 


occupied Synod 3 with this Difference, that thei 
* g 


Sentence is more :reoverſible, tho MOD 

2 than the Sentence of {uch a Synod g ww, 4 

Now, if ſuch a Management as this, in 
can pit bur: Caſe, n the Settlement of ous 

Maier, is not, in itſelf, and its dire& A 

very chreatning to the Peace, Purity, Welfare 

80 n{titation. o our Church, I leave the N 

to: judge, 4 Proceed to the came th 5 
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0 1 veon Dan 272 in Scenſng 
- Probatio oners for, the raiſtry y and aa 


| guſting the Terms. 5 apon obich they. are 
1 be. licenſed. 11 . er 5 


| LTHOUGH, 1 am 55 en EY 


. © capab Jan I, in every to judge for 
4 ; yet, 1 eg I may, oy Tg SN 
proſumpms, I im to 4 Share in that Privi- 
ge granted to Chuck ebe Hoſea 1 ü, 2. And 
according to the Injundtiom there given to the Iſrael · 
Hes, in their Day of Danger and Defection, may 
Read with my: "Mother. Chu rcb in like Circum- 
Hances. The Danger ſhe is in at this Day 1 have in 
ſome Meaſure repreſented, and now I — to plead. - 
with her to ſee to her own Safety; and in order 
11255 to 7 to the Propoſals humbly offered in 


this a Jome + ſu e eee ser 
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fe), 
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os F 4 » © - 8 
; 35 


. 8 E C T. 1 e 5 "pu 
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| He Introduſtion of 2 Wee Wit & a, 160 
AAAiſtrudtive Diviſions about * Settlement of 
_— = Miniſters, being the imminent Danger with 
= which our Church is throatned at this Time; for pre- 
Lenting thereof, it ſeems „ neceſſary for all con- 
= cerned, to take all poſſib and 32 that 
| worthy Perſons, 11 20 none but ſuch, be licenſed to 
preach the Goſpel, as Probationers for the Munuſtry» 
Io ſhut this outer Gate againſt all worthleſs Men, and 
| to open it only to ſuch as as . appear, to have Heaven's 
| Paſs, wonld, I am ſure, be religious and politick at 
| once. If Faber egy none to preſent, or Pariſhes to 
_  cle&, but Men of Piety, and other miniſte- 
trial Endowments, then the Adver aries of our Church 
dad their Abettors, would have fewer Handles than 
HY 5 they rd and be lefs able, than now they are; 
t6 promote Corruption in her Miniſtry, Contention 
Wout her Vacancies, or Divifion in her Jud icatures. 
19 1 Hand; how conducive, by the divine 
BER ng; would this be to the Na God, the 
Honour of Religion, and Security our Church in 
| all her valuable Intereſts ? 
fue ſeveral Qualifications re dude in Miniſters, 
According to the Rule in God Word, ſhould be 
een in Kaadns, 3 in ſome Dogree or Meaſure, before 
they. be ſent out as Probationers for the Miniſtry : 
As ſuch they become C Candidates for that Office ; 
a nothing, I think, can Be more abſurd, than he 
1 ade. Man to ſtand Candidate for WORN 
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by hich he is no not gualfied or in which he cannot 

alt a right Part. This muſt needs expoſe him 6 the 9 
Hazard TY — e ſhort of that Office, or that Office © © 
to the Hazard of having him, an improper” Perſon, 
obtruded upon it ; in her of which there isa pals 
pable 8 5 but, in the laſt Caſe, the far 
greateſt, eſpecially when the Obtrufton is upon the 
miniſterial Office, which, « of all others, ſaffereth molt 
remarkably, when unqualified Perſons get into it. 


keep any ſuch out of our Church, as Miniſters, if once 
they are licenſed as Probationers | 2 Yea, how impol> 
ſible, if they meet with ſition, to event. Zens | 
tention and Diviſion'in our Judicatures about them? 
Such mean or worthleſs Candidates will, no Doubt, 
be ready to make the wideſt Steps, and loweſt Stoops; 
toward. their own Settlement, to do all they c ean, : 
Safety, or with 8.1155 for reaching that End; and; 
if the Door to th 
nance, is. ſnut int them, they nk Rretch out — 
ee ag pull them in by the Windaw 
Nor will they, in Places where Dingen prevai 
mils to have Abnndance to take them by the Hand, 
to procure them Preſentations or Elejons, and to 


proſecute the ſame in their Favours to the laſt Extre: 1 


mity. No Matter to them, if their Point is cars 

ried, „What that Extremity be to the Church, tho 2 

Flame of Diſcord, ha Li 177 to be quenched, ſhould be 

miſed or increaſed by it 

| _ This and other moſt weighty Confiderations, tos 3 
to be here mentioned, Pe, I humbly . 


pal rofeſlors of Divinity, Miniſters, and Church Jus 3 | 


dicatutes, upen their Guard, and make them all yety 
wy and _—_ as * whom they "—_— or 
2 h Allow ; 


10 


Now, how difficult is it, in preſent Circumftances, to 


Miniſtry, or rather to the Mainte» _ 


4 1 Tequence, be in andidates for the Miniſtry 5 and, if 
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fs probationary Trials, and 5 to whom '* 
they licenſe te preach in that 3 Men ſhould 


be real Chriſtians themſelves, before they be employ- 
| ed to preach Chriſt, and the Doctrine of Chriſtians 

ty to others. They mult be acquamted with the Efe 
> of ſovereign 35 ce upon their own Hearts, with 


- 


the Life of Religion and Power of Godlineſs in their da 
own Experience, hetore they can be well fitted to un- Of 
fold the Nature, or inculcate the Neceſſity thereof to th 
their Hcarers. In one Word, as Holineſs is a Qualit) 

required in Miniſters, Titus i. 8. ſo muſt it, of con- 


they are not holy, how ean they be proper Objects for 
the People's Choice, proper Members for the Church's 
Society, or proper Inſtruments for the ry Maſter's 

re therefore to be withed, that Grace, as 
well as Gifts, Piety, as well as Parts, were to be ſeen, 
| ſoar as the Eye of Man can diſterny in Students of 
ivinity, before they be ſent out as prebationary 
I own indeed, that no mere Man, nor Society of 
altho ſuch poſitive Marks of Grace as may found 
an infallibk Judgment with reſpe& to other Men, 
zs not attainable,. yet ſuch may be had, as are very 
| promiſing, and altogether ſalt - 


cient to found, a pol 

tive Judgment of Charity, with reſpect to their 
ritual State. And, I humbly think, that no Man 
ſhould be licenſed to preach the Goſpel, or autho- 
rized as 2 Probationer, to ſtand Candidate for the ho- 
| z „until his Judges ſee Cauſe, with Abuns 
| "roy of Freedom, to form this Judgment concerning 
| mY 4 d +I * 
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* a Bead, tue loweſt in the Church,; or P 
of being elected to it, but Men of boneft Nes 
Full of the Holy Ghoſt and Miſdom, Acts vi 3. The | 
Application of this their Pattern, to the preſent Caſe, 
is eaſſe; and the Reaſoning, a fortiori, from Candi- 
dates for the loweſt, to Candidates for the "higheſt 
Office in the Houſe of God, is Obvious. Nor doth 
the Apoſtles; their condeſtehding only upon the 

Grades of the Men to be elefted, Fr Hot « . 
on 2 particular Perſons, out of whoſe Number 
* was to be made, alter the 'Caſe;/ or weaken 

ur Argument : For the Qualifications named do e- 
end diſcover, that it was Perſons fo 2232 : 
and none other they would have lieenſed as Candi - 
dates for thy raw 1 _ had 5 725 
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Of * Tom: ain 8 kaum, 7 to 
n 
8 Care would b | wee Ad none- baſis | 
Men, wotthy of ſuch'a Character, deer y 
=" . to preach the Goſpel as Probationers 
for the Miniſtry; ſe likewiſe; that no Man obtain 
that Character, or Licence, but upon } Juſt and equi> 
table Terms, agreeable to the Princi les and Conſti· 
tution of this national Church, and ſubſervient ta 
the Peace, Welfare, and Safety of the ſame. Deſeromg 
Perſons will not _ ſuch Terms, and others 
ought t to gh barge them, ped ef denied the Pri- 
vllege ' Probatieners, if they decline them. 
No Man Song humbly think, fb ould * 1 


A * * 
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until he hath once given ſufficient Evidence, by De- 
WW claration and Subſcription, of his he 


Une and Government; and until he hath come under 
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wenns licenfing Probationers, and particularly, that, by 


Wl fabſcribed by chem, before they be licenſed ; but, at 


mer, and ſubſcribed the latter, that, notwitſtanding both, 
have, in accepting of Preſentations, acted a 


ceſlary, that, to the abovementioned Queſtions and 
Formula, ſome proper Addition or Explication be 


Wl canvaſs the Origin of Patronages, the Encroachments 


* > ” 
4 — : * * 
& z ky 
* 1 * 


Jaration and Subſcription, of his hearty Agreement 
with this Church, in her Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcip» 


4 


ſuitable Engagements to maintain the ſame, and 
0 ac in a Confiſiency therewith, and with all her 
known Principles. og Eee To oo 
There are, I know, already made, and I wiſh they 
were better obſerved, excellent As of Aſſembly, a- 


AZ. 10. Aſſembly 1711. Wee et 
down, are * to be propoſed to them, and a 


certain Formula there preſcribed, is appointed to be 


the ſame Time, I know likewiſe, that, albeit theſe 
Queſtions, and this Formula, are very extenſive and 
comprehenſive, very expreſs and obligatory, yet, there 
are ſeveral Probationers, who have anſwered the for- 


art, in 
my Opinion, inconſiſtent with the known Sentiments 
and Principles of this Church, in relation to Pa- 
tropages or the Power aſſumed by Patrons, of preſeni- 
ing Muyſters to vacant : Congregations. It ſeems 
therefore expedient, and in preſent Circumſtances no- 


made, relative to this particular Caſe of 
and Acceptance of Preſentations _. 


It is not, however, any Part of | my Deſign, nor 
could I attempt it without too great a Digreſſion, ta 


Patronage,. 


made upon the Chriſtian Church thereby, or the 
Contrariety thereof to the divine Rule. This bath þ 7 
aqua 3 r 


done; bo gobd Purpoſe, by other and better Hunde; 
Id falls only to iny Share, at this Time, to aſſert the 
Principles of this Church in that Matter, arid the Du- 
incumbent on her in conſequence there. 
The Principles of this Church, in relation to Patro- 
nages, are ſo well known, it were Labour loſt to inſiſt 
much upon them. It is beyond all Queſtion and Cons 


ry, this Church hath reckoned Patronages, 
ee by Patrons, a Yoke and Burden, which; have + 
ing no Ground in the Word of God, But being contraxy - 
to the ſame, and to the Liberty of Election of Paſtors, - 
ought to have no Place, Wc. as is declared Bk hy bh 
bw. ſecond Books of Diſcipline, ſoon publiſhied after 
the ſaid Reformation; that fince that Time, they were 
fill judged a eee and complained of as ſuch, 
till at Jength they were got aboliſhed by Law, upon 
the late happy Revolution; and that of late they were 
repreſented and complained of, even to the Crown, 
not only as a Grievance, but alſo as an Twpofitions 
and Encroachment, evidently prejudicial to the Work 
of the Goſpel, and Peace of this Church; nothing leſs 
than all this was expreſſed in an Addreſs and Re- 

reſentation made to her late Majeſty co Anne, 

y the then Commiſſion of the General Aſſembly, un- 
#10 1711. nor any thing leſs avowed as 5 | 
of this Church, by her next enſuing. General Aſſem- 
bly,, anno 1712» which did unammouſly approve 
and ratify the 3 of the ſaid Commiſfon, 
in relation to publick Affairs, particularly the fore 
ſaid Addreſs and Repreſentatjon, as having Peen 
moſt faithful and fealonable 3 *. * — from their 
AR, unanimouſly paſt upon the 13th Day of Myy the 
foreſaid Mr. mn, 
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tradiction, that, ever ſince our Reformation from'Po» - 
and Pre- 


\ 


_ 4 - k _ air") x " 4 b FE — 7 4 
X Bw, os r 5; 4 . 
3 _ . "a „ IR 4 a L y *% 
. * — 22 « = hs 


Wl Scotland, it neceſſarily follows therefrom, that The 
cannot, in Conſcience. or Duty, have, or allow hee 
Dependents to ha ve, auy.a&ive Hand in countenans 


obliged, by the moſt facr Lies, to 
che contrary ; and of conſequence is bound t6. dil 


' tenancing Patronages, and te genie Encouragement 
S 


Jeſs apparent than her Duty. A Licence to preag 
ghe Goſpel, and ſtand Candidate for the Miniftry, 
E 


couragment, intirely, under Prov idence, depend in 


Word of God, and her own Principles founded there: 
Conſtitution, is ſecured to her, by all the Laws of the 


Land ratifying and eſtabliſhing the ſame; and 
1 1 TY | 5 242 1 . ® ng f 
Wl encouraged by her as Licentiates for the + i 
I 0 45 


under Pain of amitting the Privilege granted them 
by their Licence, to do nothing, directly or indire& 
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cing and encouraging Patronages or Preſentations, but 
tt inviolable Tas 995 


charge all Erpect ante from accepting of Preſentations 
Sers the wol ative Hand they can have in ccun, 
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they can give to the Exerc 


s Power 9.1n. this Caſe, an 


— nt. K 5 al, 4 4 1 
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Nor is the Chu y thing 


Reteiver, an ecclefiatick Privilege or R- 


upon the Church, which hath the ſole Power of 


granting the ſame, to whom, and upon what eccloky 
aftick Terms ſhe ſees proper, and agreeable to the 


2 


upon. This Power, as an eſſential Part of the Church- 


therefore it ſeems religious, re aſotable and afe for 
this Church, to exert this her power, in obliging 


fore they receive that Encouragement, ee 

their Acquieſcence in, and Satistaction with all her 
known Principles, particularly in relation to Patro 
#ages and Preſentations ; and to engage themſelne: 


VV, inconſiſtent therewith, or contradiftory thereto 


1 9 


,.of Thi 7 hn: in the leaſt; dere 
the 2225 g own Settlement upon tha 
hei Footings An AR of. Aſſembly to this Fare or 2 
at Rſv unanimonſly entred into by all the Presbytes 
ries) might; at this Day, be of —— Iſe to our Chur 

+10 without the leaſt Prejudice, ſure, to the State 
dil or even to Patrons OG wah Reſpect to _ 
wal other Patronage-Rights. 
un Againſt this Propoſal, droves)! ſeveral Objefions 
en no Doubt, will be . up, and ad van 
En: Occafion offers, under the beſt Colours and Privens 
I chey can poſibly bear ; I foreſts the moſt material 
ung of —_— ſhall make tick Anſwers to chem as. 1 
can. 4 71¹5 
Fit. If it is objeted, Thatthe Thing bows: eve 
poſed; the reſtraining, te nit, Probationers from ac 
11. cepting of Preſentations, is diſreſpectful, and there 4 
r fore mays be 1 — the : Legiſlator, or civiÞ Ges: 
vernment, whereby zes have been reſtored 


the reply, That this lrelpen 's purely imaqginary and 
Gree — 4 no where exiſting, but in the Fancy of che Es 
chor jedtors. It was ne ver intended b — * ferg* 
thei — — 2 of be being made out of t al, or 
anc ſed. It i true indeed, the Legillators 
Wor wr Gow, ernment, hath reſtored Patronages; in 
Prejudice of this Church, by A& of Parliament, an- 
% 1711. and hath, by another Act in favours of 
he Church, anno 1919. made void all Preſentations 
not accepted by the Perſons preſented ; but hath ns- 
et, by any AB, commanded or required any Perſon 
o accept of a Patron Preſentation ; nor by any A 
diſcharged or prohibited the Church to uſe het 'eccle= | 
120 ſiaſtiek Power or F re 714 in NAY ae" : 


* 


WI Principles, and — to — ſtatutory Law. 
Ie 15, T believe, a received Maxim, That where 
there is vo Lam, there can be no Tranſzreſſion- 
No there being no Law obliging Probationers to ac- 
cept of Preſentations, nor any Law obliging the 
Church to allow them ſo to do, there can be no 
1 Tranſgreſſion in reſtrainin them therefrom, or in 
withholding from them, if they will not be reſtrain- 
ed, ſuch eccleſiaſtick Encouragement as ſhe is not 
bound, during her own Pleaſure, to give them; and 
1 there is, in this Caſe, no Franſgreſſion, it is dif- 
Wil ficult to ſee how there can be a Dilreſpe& ſhewed to 
Wl the Law not tranſgreſſed, or to the civil Authority 
Wil enaRting the La F nowiſe yielated 5 and as hard to 
Will find out how no Tranſgreſſion or Violatien of the 
1 115 can be provoking to the civil Authority or Le- 
CCCP. ᷣͤ ᷣ¼—— ERRR” CRT” 
Upon the contrary, I cannot help thinking it moſt 
refpe&tul to our Sovereign and civil Government, to 
ſappoſe, That conſidering Patronages were re-impoſs 
ed upon us, at a Juncture remarkably unfavourable 
to this Church, upon account of her firm Adherence 


Wil to, and open Appearances for the Proteſtant Sueceſſi- 
on to the Crown of-theſe Realms; and that the Act 
in our favours, anno 1719. was made after that Suc-- 
ceſſion had luckily taken Place, and when our late 

' gracious Sovereign was upon the Throne: Theſe 
Things confidered, I ſay, I cannot but think it moſt 
reſpe&tul to our preſent Sovereign and Government; 

to ſuppoſe, that they ſympathize with our Church, 
groning under a Burden laid upon her at ſuch a Jun» 
!l Kture, and upon ſuch Accounts; and that they will 
ll © nidulge her in all the Ad vantages ſhe can make of 
if | | „„ 5 that 
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That the Law I now cite, with great Reſpect, 
ke this Church - 


for Reaſons more worthy of their Regard than 


was intended, by the Legiſlator, to 


eaſy under Patronages,' cannot reaſonably be queſtion- 


en ſuppoſed they 


Preſentations (as might have he 
4 all Vacancies ſhould 


would ) the Right re 
devolve upon Presbyteries, 1 "1th 
termine, (tho? good Ground. 'to . e it) becauſe 
fo much is not expreſt in the Act itſelf; 


> but for the 


ed ; but, if it was. particularly deſigned thereby, that 
Minifters and Probationers _— to wer of 


have no Title to de- 


fame Reaſon, anothen Man has as little Right to afo | 


firm the contrary. One Thing is certain, that whate» 
ver was the Intendment of that A&, this was at firſt 


thought, —_— Body, to have been the Effect of 
ly 


it; for no ed then to think, that any Prefs 
byterian Miniſter, or Probationer, would accept of a 
Preſentation, or have the Countenance of the Church, 
if he ſhould. Another Thing is certain likewiſe, 


that the Law leaving Miniſters and Probationers at 


their Freedom to accept of Preſentztions or not, and 
to declare their Willingneſs to accept of the ſame, or 
the contrary, it maſt needs, of conſequence, leave 


the Church at her Freedom, to uſe what eccleſiaſtick 


Means ſhe finds. proper, for influencing and deter- 
mining theſe her Dependents in that Matter, left 
by. the Law to their Choice. If jt is lawful for them, 
as it certainly is, to do, or not to do, 2 Thing left 


in their Option, it cannot be unlawful for the Church 


to determine them to either Side of the 5 


left optional to them by the Law; or, in caſe they _ 


will not be ſo determined, to withhold from them 


&. 


C2 that 
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e 3h olga en monica tl 
Nor s it to be nded, as by ſome it hath been, Is 
That what is left 7 tional by the State, ſhould be ſo en 
An Caſes eccleſiaſtick or religious, or in which the 
Intereſts of the Church, or of: Religion, are immedi- r 
ately. concerned; in all which, the Church mult MW 
undoubtedly be obliged in Duty, and have Freedom 
in Law, to judge what Side of the optional Caſe 
is moſt agreeable to the Mill and Nord of God, and 

to endeavour to incline and perſwade (not indeed 
to force or compel) her Members, eſpecially her WW 
| Manifters and Probationers, accordingly. To deny her 
| this Freedom, or to make the Exerciſe thereof illegal, 
or diſreſpectful to the Legiſlator, or Gvil Authori- 
ty, wonld imply Abſurdities, ſo obvjous to every in: 
telligent Mind, that I need not here mention them. 
It is Matter of Fact, that the civil Government hath, 

in other Cafes than that of Patronages, or Acceptance to 
df Preſentations, allowed Freedoms to its SubjeQs, gag 
| which, notwithſtand ing, it never obliged nor expec / ¶ opt 
| ted this Church to allow or countenance in her Mem- What 
bers, much leſs in her Miniſters, or Probationers for {ſur 
the Miniſtry, but which ſhe — reſtrain them ſent 
from, or not allow them, if intractable, to ftand-in 1 
| theſe Relations to her, or enjoy the ecclefiaſtick En: the 
| conragements dependent upon her. For Inſtance, by I che 
an At of Toleration paſt in Parliament, about the I for 
fame remarkable Time that Patronages were reſtor- To 


ed, the civil Government granted Freedom te all the Re: 
Subjects of that Part of Great Britain called Scotland, Wl ter, 
to reſort, if they inclined, to Epiſcopal Meetings for | and 
| Worthip, and to uſe therein the Liturgy ch — 

B | | hy =: rn UTC 
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hurcb af England, declaring, That no. Perſon ſhould. | 
ucur any. Penalty for ſo doing, &c. Jet this A8, 


-mption fr 
grant or allow that Freedom. of reſorting te Epiſoo- 


Means for reſtraining them therefrom, and for inclin- 
ing them to uſe their Freedom in another Ways Now. 
if after the Act of Toleration, allowing, but not com- 
manding, all Subjects, and Probatisners amongſt he 
the reſt, to reſort W Meetings for diyme 
her i Vorſhip, c. it was 1 lawful for this Church, (as ĩt | 
ſorting thereto, c. as they would not amit the eccle= _ 


ainly was) to diſcharge her Probationers from - 
fiaſtick Encouragement dependent on her; then I ſee _ 
no Reaſon, why; after the Act of Parliament, allow» _ 


em. wg, but not commanding, all Probationers to accept + 
thy of Preſentations, it is not as lawful for the Chuck 
nce to diſcharge them from accepting thereof, and to en- 
as, gage them to the other Side of the Queſtion, left 
ec: optional by that Law, under ſuch a Certification as 
m- Ihath juſt now been expreſſed. Theſe Caſes, I am 
for Iſure, are parallel, ſo far as is neceſſary fer my pre- 
em {ent Purpoſe; and in par? cauſa, idem jun. 


To inſinuate a Diſreſpect offered by the Church to 
che State, where there is none, or a Threatning from 
by che State to the Church, when there is no Occaſion 
he If for it, is, in my Opinion, a good Office to neither, 
or- ¶ To ſupport a mutual Confidence, when there is no 
he Reaſon to the contrary, would, I am fare, be far het - 
d, tex; and much more becoming the SubjeQs of the one, 
of and Members of the other; and to do any Thing 


as extenſive'as it was to all Subjects, and to all Ex- 
Penalties, never obliged this Charch to 


Probationers 3 nor hindred her to uſe all ecclefiaftick + 
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the Enemies of both 


Claim of Right, are eſtabliſhed and ſecured by ſun- 
dry Ads of Parliament, made before the Union of the 
two Kingdoms, in the Years 1690, 1693, 1695, and 


Intituled, Act for ſecuring the Proięſlant Religion, and 
Precsbyterian Government, are further ratified by the 


8 by it is ſtatute and ordained, That the foreſaid Act, 
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aid Treaty of Union, without any Alteration thereof, 
or Derogation thereto, in any Sort, for ever. Beſides 
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Never any Church in the world hath evidenced, 2 


for any State, greater Regard, Affection, or Teal, than Iſl P. 
the Church of Sco hath done for the preſent th 


happy Conſtitution, and civil Eftabliſhmeni ; - to Ml { 


which, it is well known, her Offiee-Bearers and Mem- if to 
bers have been, and are the firmeſt Friends, and moſt Wl St 
faithful Subjects in Nortb=Britain, and, I hope, ſhall W ro 
unalterably continue fo to be. Nor, on the other ſl w. 
Hand, hath our Church, walking in the Road of her or 
Duty, and pr ing in her Judicatures according WW an 
to her own known and eſtabliſhed Principles, any I chi 
Thing to fear from the State, from which ſhe hath W 
2 legal Eftabliſhment and Security. Her Doctrine, TI 
Diſeipline, Worſhip and Government, purſuant to à Med 


1702. And theſe Acts, particularly the laſt of them, 


Treaty of that Union paſt in the Year 170%. where 


for ſecuring the Proteſtant Religion and Presby- 
terian Government, with the Eftabliſhment there= 
in contained, ſhall be held and obſerved, in all Time 
coming, as a fundamental and effential Condition of the 


which plenary Security in Law, our Church hath, for 
her Encouragement, not only the Royal Promiſes, but 
alſo the religious Oath of our gracious Sovereign, who, 
at his Acceſhon to the Crown, hath ſworn and 

| - 1 ſubſcribed, 
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in if aſcribed, That he ſhall inviolobly martin , 


preſerve the Settlement of the true Proteſlant Religion, 


d, ¶ with the Government,” Worſhip, Diſcipline, Rights nd 
lan — — of the Church of Scotland, as eſtabliſbed I 
ent the foreſaid Lazvs, &c. What then, hath a Church, 
to ſo dutitul and loyal, ſo well eftabliſhed and ſecured, 
m- to apprehend or dread from ſuch a King and ſuch a 
oft I State? And why ſhould their great Names be bor- 
all Wl rowed and abuſed for cruſhing the above Propoſal; - . 
ner WM which hath nothing in it prejudicial to their Intereſt 
her or Authority, as much regarded by thoſe that make 
and urge that Overture, as by any that may withſtand 
2dly. If, to the foreſaid Prepoſal, it be objected, 


ne, That, as the Law now ftands, a Preſentation accept= 
oa Wed is neceſſary to the legal Settlement of any Vacan- 

un» cy, and to the intitling the Perſon ſettled to the Be- 

the Inefice belonging to the Place, I need only repl that -- 
nd this Obje&ion is founded upon a pate Miſfake __- 
m, Law and Fact. There is no — Neceſſity in the 

md Caſe. All the vacant Churches in Scotfand might be 
the Is legally ſettled, and the Stipends as efſectually ſecur- 

re- ed, without Preſentations accepted, as with them, fo 
\&, Pit, by Presbyterial Calls, tanquam jure devoluto, 
by» Niven to Miniſters or Probatieners fix Months after 
re- he Date of the Vacancies, reſpectively, and by Ad- 
ime niſſion, or Ordination fellowing thereupon. This is 
the lain from the forecited Act of the RN of 
20%) Great Britain, Anno quinto Georgii Regis, which, in- 
Jes Per ie, hath theſe Words, =» Be it del, by 
for Te Authority aforeſaid, That, if any Patron oui pre" 
but Nent any Perſon to a vacant Church, from, and ofter 
ho, be fr/t Day of Jane, 1719. who ſhall not le qualified, 

1 


taking and. ſubſeribing the ſaid Oath, in_Monner 
T_T. 
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Poreſaid, or ſball preſent a Perſon to anyVacancy, who 
Saks ww rob Paftor or Minifter: of any. vihs 
Chufch or Pariſh, or any Perſon who ſhall not accept 
or deolare bis Willlugneſs to accept, of the Preſentationlll 
and Charge to which he is preſented, within the ſaid 
Time. (to wit 7 fix Months ) ſuch Preſentation ſual 
not be arcounted any Interruption of the Courſe 
Time allowed to the Patron for preſenting ; but the 
jus devolutum ſhall take Place, as if no ſuch Preſeu. 


oy, 


S REA Mw wm 


ſo 


tation had been Mered; any Law or Cuſtom to the con. ©* 
trary notwithſtanding, ce. Ju) 
Now, ſuppoſing all the Miniſters and Probationers th 

| wn th Church were £6 true and honeſt to her known if 
- Principles, and ſo tender of her Peace and Safety, as 8 
not to accept a Preſentation to any Vacancy Pos 8 
any Patron, then, and in that ſuppoſible Caſe, every b 

| Vacanay might and would be, as many have been, the 


legally ſettled, in Terms of the foreſaid AR of Parlia- 5 
ment, by the Presbytery of the Bounds, in which it j 
lies; and every ſuch.Settlement, upon a Presbyterial **: 


Call, fellowed with Ordination or Admiſſion, would, 
more completely ſecure the Stipend to the Perſon to: 
ſettled, than any Preſentation, however explieitely f 
accepted, could do: For no Patron, by his Preſen- — 
tation accepted, or by any other Adt or Deed of his, I 4 
or of his Preſentee, can, without a Presbytery's Con- 
currence in their Acts of Ordination or Admiſſion, ler 


ſettle any Vacancy, or intitle 7. Man to the Bene- p. 
fire belonging to it; but every Presbytery, after the - 
Right of planting hath fallen into their Hands, can, 


without the Patron's Concurrenee, do both, by their 0 


own eccleſiaſtick Acts or Deeds above expreſſed, Y;, 

Lam, however, of Opinion, That, albeit the Pro- that 

Poſal I maintain ſhould take Place, yet all the Ho- 
: | ? * FN \ 28 : | ; Noury! 
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wahre Deforence and Regard; that an conſiſt wick 


the Principles of our Church, ſhould be paid by hen 


recommended by chem, being agreeable to the Pa- 
riſhes concerned: ſhould, ceteris poribus, be preferred 


* » 


to all other Candidates. Would: the. honourable Per- 


ſons entitled to Patronages (to make no Queſtion a= 


bont our gracious Sovereign, the Royal Patron of ma- 


ny Pariſhes ): reſt ſatisfied with thit, and with the o- 
ther Privileges. belonging to them as Patrons, their 


their good Affection to our happy Conſtitution in 


Church and State, and their Concern. for the Wel- 
fare and Tranquilliy of boch; to which great Ends, 


the Miniſtery and Judicatures of the Church can ne- 
ver {o effectnally contribute, while under the! Yoke 
of Patronages, as when relieved thereof, or made eas 
enen, ao 2n- = 4 ae 
341). If any have the Front, as ſome have had, 
to alledge, that, to accept a Preſentation from a Pa- 


tron. is the ſame Thing, and nothing worſe, as 2 3 
Che 


accept of a Call, fanquam jure devoluto, from a Pr 


bytery, upon which the Right of planting is devol- 


ved, I. cannot help thinking them far gone in Aſſu- 
a uf Politek Do they be- 


rance, Ignorance, or hurtf 


lieve, or would they have others to imagine, that 
2 Patron, as ſuch, Hving perhaps at a great Diſtance 


judicatures to the reſpedtive Patrans; That, in plant- 
ing of Vacanties, Reſpect ſhould be had to their In- 
clnations duly intimated; and that the Perſans, 
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am ſure,,. remarkably. manifeſt. 


from a vacant Pariſh under his Patrondge, having 
no Heritage or Dwelling-Place in it, and no Acquain- 
ance with the Circumſtances of it, is, 1 | 


ig, as much concerned for the ſpiritual Welfare 


that People, and as Si to provide them with 5 
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rge vf their Souls, as is wh 
Presbytery in whoſe Bounds that Pariſh Res, and un 
Jer whoſe Inſpection it is ? Or that ſue hi a Patron, of 
indted any Patron, hath, in this ecolefiaſtick Affair 
- the fame; or equal. Power, Warrant, er Authority; 
Wich a o chief Shepherd and Head 
ey the Church ? Or that a Presbytety g Power of x1 
5 ing a Presbyterial Call, only the Patrons Power de- 
' volved upon it, or à Power derived to it from him,; 
or from civil Authority ? He that can believe theſe 
Things, may, but to me they are incredible! 
For, apſtracting from the plain Difference might he 
aſſigned betwixt a Patron and a Ptesbytery, in Point 
of Concern and Competency to provide a Pariſi 
with a proper Paſtor, there is, IL am ſure, 'a greats 
er Difference betwixt them, in Point of Right or 
Power. The Patrons' Right or Power to preſent; 
s purely civil and human; but the e 
Right or Power to call; is ecclefinſtick and divine'y 
the one without Warrant from the Word of God 
the other exprefly warranted and authorized by it. 
Now, as the Deeds proceeding from theſe Powers, 
muſt participate of their reſpective Natures, and, 
of conſequence, be; - toto celo, different from ont 
another; ſo muſt the Deed of a Candidate, in accepts 
ing a Preſentation from a Patrons be as far different 
from the Deed of accepting a Call from a Presbyte- 
78 In the one Caſe the Candidate homologateth a 
Jeed of Enoroachment upon the Church, contrary td 
| his Duty and profeſſed Principles; whereas, in the o- 
ther Cale, he affenteth to a Deed of Right performed 
1 and, according to his Duty, conſents 
h to accept of the miniſterial Office, ànd the par 
ticular Charge he is lawfully called to 7 
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which it comes out doth. not alter the Nature 
nation to the Miniſtry, is neceſſary to complete the 
Miſſion, or Ordination, 'doth neceſſarily imply and 


SI 


ome how or other, to, and by the Perſon miſſion- 
ed or ordaineds/ To imagine an Ordination, without 
any previous Invitat 


5 my 


Pt ; 


a Presbytery cancurs with the Election or Call of 2 
Pariſh in their Beunds, here is à Presbyterial Call in 
their Cancurreuce; when, by a Presbyterial Ad, 


then here is a Presbyterial Call in their Deed of Ele- 
ion. Lea, when a Presbytery takes à Candidate up 
on Trials, in order to his Settlement in ſuch a Pariſh, 
here is a Pretbyterial Call to that Place, in caſt he be 
found qualified for the fame, and nothing occur to 
impede: his Ordination or Admiſſion. In theſe, and 


ſter's Name, cchiſiſts the Efſence of their Call or Invi- 
tation 5 and not in any Extract thereof, or any for 
mal Document written out upon a Piece, of Paper, 


but for nothing elſe. In like Manner, a Candidate's 
Acceptance of a Presbyterial Call, without any for- 


to 


Py * 
* 


ee a Presbyterial Call given and accepted, 
ome 


they make Choiae of a Perſan to be ſent to a Pariſh, 
that will not, or cannot make a Choice for themſelves, | 


mal Writ, may be ſeveral Ways given; yea, it is vir- 
tually included, in every Act af Submiſſion, he yields 
3 : 5 5 D 3 : . 0 


A Presbyterial Call wap tod in ſome Form or as | 
niſter in a well conftituted Church. The Shape in 


1 : 


| miniſterial Calling and- paſtoral Relation; and this 
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in, W tualh, if. not formally, 
wen and accepted, is very Abſurd! No fneh Thing 
happens, nor can happen in this Church; for, when 


ſuch like Presbyterial Deeds put forth in their Ma- 


which may be neceſſary for à legal or ſecular Effect, 
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do the Judicature calling; as in his ſubmitting himſelf 1 
0 Trials in ordine ad lor um, and the like: And althe If © 
ſeme do pretend, that the Jus devolutum is nothing 
= elle but a Continuation of the Patrons Right to the 
Presbytery, upon the Expiration of the fix Months, 
Allowed by Law to the Patron for the Exerciſe of it, 
; and from thence take Aſſurance to infer, that accepts 
Ing a Call from a Presbyt: Ph tanquam Jure devolnro, 
Is _ to accepting a Preſentation from a Patron; I 
muſt beg Leave to affirm, that, as Presbyteries have 
an eſſential and inherent Right, in the Settlement of ail 
Ml-Iniſter, from the Lord Chriſt, which, being ſuppreſ- th 
Jed for a Time, as to the Exerciſe of it, by the Ef- C. 
fect of the civil Law, in favours of Patrons, doth) 
after expiring of that Time, revive, revolve, or re- 
turn to its proper Subject, and is, by divine Warrant 
exerciſed thereby, when liberate from that legal Re- 
ſtraint; ſo the jus devolutum can amount to no more 
than a Removal of that Reſtraint, by an Accumulas 
I — Qion of the civil Right with the ſpiritual, thus revive © 
cd and reſtored to its Freedom; in the Exerciſe of it po 
Now, this being the Caſe, I cannot imagine with 
what Face it can be ſaid, that, to accept of a Preſen- 
tation from a Patron, is the ſame Thing, and nothing 
worſe, as to accept of a Call, tanquam Jure devoluto, 
from a Presbytery! unleſs it be alledged and proven 
which is impoſſible, That a Patron“ — ac⸗ 
eepted, is upon the ſame divine Footing with a Preſ- 
byterial Call accepted, and equally neceſſary to the 
miniſterial Vocation, and paſtoral Relation. 
i  Noris it any Thing to the Queſtion in Hand, that 
che Presbyterial Call is given tanguam jure devolnto. 
Theſe Words of the municipal Law of the Land 


can never alter the Nature of the Thing, the Nature, 
' 1. . 3 „ 5 = Ws 5 . to 


N * 


to wit, of the Presbytery's Act eſtabliſhed hy the W 


e * 
we 3h. 
7 
13 6 


ſter to any vacant Charge in their Bounds, is nowiſe 
derived from the Patron of that Parjſh, but wholly * 
from Chriſt the Head of the Church; their Call is not 


given, tantum Jure devoluto, but tanquam jure de- 
voluto, as it were by a devolved Right, in the View 
of ye civil Law, but by no ſuch Right in the View 
of the divine Law. It is not the Patron's civil Right 
devolved upon Presbyteries, but their own ecclefia« 
ſick Right 'revoſve __ them, and reſtored to 
them, that is exerciſed by them in their Pretbyteriall 
Calls. Upon the Whole, it appears to me, as, I hope, 
it ſball to others, That there are very ellantial Dif- : 
rences betwixt a Patrons Preſentation and a Presby- 
tery's Call, tanquam jure devoluto; and, of conſe- 
quence, that, to accept ef the one cannot be the ſame 
Thing, and nothing worſe, as to accept of the ae 
In the laſt Place, if it be objected againſt our Pro- 
poſal, as by ſome 1t hath been, That chi Church, in 
pureſt Times of Presbytery, hath allowed her Proba- 
tioners to accept of Preſentations, as in the Years 
1642, 1643, Oc. I briefly reply, That an Argument 
from a Preſident, be it ever 15 good and binding, 
can be no further concluſive, than the Caſes compared 
are parallel; and, of conſequence, this Argument 
muſt fall to the Ground, becauſe the Caſes are vaſtly 
different. At the Time cited in the Preſident, this 
Church made the beſt was poſſible of her then Cix- 
cumſtances, with the State, in relation to Patronages'; 
and that ſhe ſhould do fo now, is all I want, or have 
propoſed. Had our Church then had ſuch an Act 
ef Parliament in her Favours as I plead upon, _ 


Pg „ 
„allowed her 8 to ac 
ee our 'QbjeRors had inp 
1 24 4 a 1ay, but that they want 
5 22 5 528 e 9 6 ed of that Time, it. is man 
obable I would uom have. had. a lain Profs 
Propoſal, This 0 I think, 5; 
AH 950 51 pon, the Acts of the Church, made gt 
| rattfipd about "That Time, . diſcharging her. 
nfs (which was all could be then dane) from l. 
perit with Patrons about their Prefaptavovr, : - 
ularly,. upon Ag of Aſſembly, 1596 lg. 
be verſation Minifters, , 0 4 atißed b 
the A Embiy, 1 12 gay it is ordained, amo gh 
ether Things re none ſee Preſentatlons th. 
neficess wi the. Preshytery withis 
the Naa e eB. Bene 6 1s ; and if any da li 
the coutrary, that they be repelled as rei ambitus, . 
- It is true indeed, that, at the Tow cited by gur 
ObjeQors, the Church, under. great Diſcoura 
. from the State, could make no better of her Fo —.— 
ſtances, with reſpe& to Patronages, than to appoint 
> the reſpettive Presbyteries, upon any Vacation in theit 
Bounds, , to: ſend to the King, or othhr Patron, a cers 
tain. Liſt or Roll of Six well qualified E etants, wil 
ling. to accept of ibs Preſentation, out of which they 
Wight 2 of os for. HT 11855 2 Bug what: was it 
8 40 
to l, 2 wa We, an eutations, lk lle chat 
now in lin, — — 175 Patrons at their Pleaſure, 
Wl - with ut: regard to the Jndicatures. of. che Church or 
&5 concerned . No, far from it! It was of Pre- 
2 sto Charges, or. rather of. theſe C harges them» 
e or which eee Synods and blies 
Ref en judged them * and ip 
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vhich the moſt} 6 or beſt Part of the pet Pariſhes ; 
had- reviouſly conſented to their Settlement; as is 


$f, ult, 1643. betwixt which Ca, and the Caſo here | 


ity, that the one can never be any Prefidene fbr the -- Y 
ther, nor any Argument againſt ny Propoſal.5' Which = 
| leave under Opntideraion,! wy \#, ger 0 Sher 


L. 19 boy 71 nd the F that wy} Fn 


\LEC TION. of Paſtors, being a Stop of great 
Importance towards their Ordination or esele- 
ſiaſtick Miſſion,” it-muſt thereſore be the Duty 
ind Intereſt of this Church to tegulate the ſame, ac. 
ording to the Rule of God's Word 3 particular} to 
eſtrift and extend the Power EH, e ſuch as, 
y chat Rule, are -intitled-to 145 and authorized to 
xerciſe it; and to direct the Manner of Pr roceeding 
n all Elections, as may be moſt conſiſtent with the 
Rights * 9 ee 1 — Ree jo 
ntende pon this 1bjett, preſurie to | 
hat r occur to mes in the MY Sections, 
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ich 


plain from the Akts of Aſſembly, SI. J. 1842 and 5 
queſtion, there are ſuch glaring Inftances of Diſpa= © + 
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1 Tis. not my pr Pete "FE nor 7 FAX off 
3 n, to deans 7 r Va 5 
HERES. ower, Or Frlv Je ivinò, to 
255 their own Faden; z this, . 2 Principle 10 
our Church, adopted many Times by her Ad verſa- 
ries to ſerve their own Porpoſos, needs not be cleared 
to her or them; nor ſeems it neceſſary, on this Occas 
_ Hon, for me ty inſiſt upon the Queſtion, whether 
Ws People's Power in this Matter, ſhould be 2 p 


by ha -— in or by. their 8 70 b. 


® Sa Ws 6 ou az iS, 


Individual amongſt them compearing 4 * d 
Foting in the Election, or by the Elderſhip mal bes. ty 
- Freedom to them to n or diſſent as they ns or 
The laſt of theſe is indeed the Wa Pup 3+ preſcribed el, 
this Church, in that Dire leckion of Mint Pe 
ters, made by the Genera Amid, Auguſt 4 th 
1649. which, I humbly think, makes no Encroachs thy 
ment upon the Peoy le Power, althe? it allows the w 


Elderſhip, as their eſentatives, to go betore. them co: 
in the Exerciſe of it, providing their Inclinations, in 


timated in their Aſent to or Diſent from the Election af; 

be duly regarded, as they always ought to be. E/ 
Power in a Community may, no Doubt, be proſer ſta 

ved ſafe and intire, by a due Re epreſentation, as well tin 

il as by the perſonal Acting of every individual Member ha: 
Thus, ——— of Presbyteries, and of every Presby4iſ| the 

| ter, is preſerved and exerciſed by their Commilſone the 

or Repreſentatives, in the 5 Aſſembly of thif the 
national Church, duly Mg albeit . Indi- le 


. 


' vidgal concerned, cannot have Place or Vote theres 
in; and; in the preſent Caſe, ſome Sort of Repreſen- 
bat tation muſt needs be allowed. All that are to be un- 


der a Miniſter's Care and Gharge cannot. have a | 


Voice in his Election, yet may have a Hand in it 
ſuitable to their Sphere and Capacity. Husbands, Fas 
thers, and Mafters, muſt be allowed to repreſent their 
own Families, their Wives, Children and Servant; 
and yet theſe repreſented may have their Share in the | 
Election, by influencing, with religious and rational 
Arguments, thoſe their Repreſentatives, in favours | 
of one Candidate rather than another: | 
It is not, however, the Exerciſe of the Right or 
Power of Election I principally intend to conlider 3 - 


but the Subject of this Power, or People veſted by 
divine Authority with at 3 whereanent I beg Liber- 
ty to affirm, That they of any vacant Pariſh or Con- 
gregation, who have a divine Right to nominate or 
elect their own Paſtor, are only the intelligent religious 
People of God that refide in that Pariſh, and are of 
the ſame Profeſſion, Principles and Communion with 
the Church whereof that Congregation is a Part, and 
with the Paſtor to whoſe miniſterial Gare they are to © 
commit themſelves. + „„ 
This complex Propoſition J intend to clear · by Parts, 
after I have premiſed, that I take Nomination and 
Election of Paſtors as equipollent Terms, and under- 
ſtand by them the ſame yery Thing, to wit, An In- 
timation of the People's Conſent, . and Inclination 6 
have ſuch a Man to be their Miniſter. I know indeed 
there are ſome of our Comniunien that underſtand 
© theſe Terms very differently. They allow the * 5 
che Nomination of their Paſtor, but reſtrict the Es 
Y {Nion to the ee gf the Bounds, or the Prebys * 


| 0 t i 1 | L 34 1 52 . | b 
8 tery. Fer tliis they alledge the Authority of our ſegond 
1 Book of Diſcipline, Chap. 7. — and I am 
not to contend it with them, or make a Logomachy 
bout it, | prone the People, under any Name or 
Term, bave the Thing that is due to them, which 
our Church, in the foreſaid Book of Diſcipline, | ſe» 
cure, while it is declared, Chap. 3. Parag. 8. of 
chat Book, That no Man is to be intruded, into any 
Office of the Kirk, contrary to the Will of the Congre- 
gation, &c. and in the firſt Book of Diſcipline, (Art. 4.) 
of the Miniſtry, it is ſaid, in ſo many Words, No Man 
| ſhould enter into the Miniſtry without a lawful Voca- 
dien; the lawful Vocation ſtandeth in the Election 
= of the People, &c. So that Election, in theſe Books 


and ſometimes to the Presbytery 5 becauſe, as I con» 
= ceive, both have their ſeparate, tho not oppoſite In- 
tereſts therein. The People have a Right to nomis 
nate the Perfon oy incline, and can conſent, to be 
= their Paſtor,, which may be called their Ele&ion; 
ud the Presbytery ' hath a Right to judge of their 
= Nomination, and if good, to agree to it, and concur 
with it; which may be called the Presbytery's Elecs 


ding to the Mode of ſpeaking now in Uſe, Be called 
as it will, the* Presbytery's Intereſt, in this Matter, is 
not deſtructive of the People's; but yet; I own, it is 
fo great, that ſuch as make them EleQors, in — 
| enſe, may be aſhamed of thoſe who put their Prefs 
WW dyterial Call upon the ſame Level with a Patron“ 
P Preſentation, and (ay, It is the ſume Thing, and no- 
Bing worſe, to accept of the latter as of the former! 
But this by the Way. I now proceed to the Proof of 


8 * 


Fich 


| | what is affirmed in the above Propoſition, 


1 


of Diſcipline, is ſometimes aſcribed to the People, 


= tion, tho more properly, I think, their Call, accor- 
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we 


The Golpel-Hiftory, left upon ani for our In- 


thias, and the Multitude that, by their Direction, did 


of the ſame Houſhold of Faith with the Apoſtles them 


tereſt in the Choice of a Paſtor to it. Miniſters being 
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| | | * 7 - „ 
Fixſt then, I have ſaid, It is the intelligent religions | 
People of God, in any Congregation; who' only have a 
Right to nominate or ele& their own Paſtor. The lat 
tent Meaſure or Dogree, and diſpoſeth the Perſons, fo 
qualified, for the ſuitable Exerciſe of that Right which 
belongs to them; and that it belongs to them, and 
them only, (whether they are Elders, Heritors, or Heads 
of Families) to chooſe their o.] n Paſtor, ſeems evi» 
dent from the Word of God, as well as agreeable to 
the Acts of our Church, and Sentiments of our Di- 


vines, bath ancient and nioderpe - 


* 


ſtruction; makes it plain, that the Perſons allowed by 
the Apoſtles to have a Concern in the Election of Mat. 


elect the ſeven Deacons, were all of them Diſciples and 
Brethren, i. e. Followers of the faine Lord and Maſter, 


” 


Children of the fame heavenly Father, and Members 


ſelves, ſo they are deſigned, Ats i. 15, 16. and vi. 2, 3. 
Ignorant, immoral, or irreligious Perſons, nowiſe intits 
led to theſe honourable Deſignations, tho living within 
the local Bounds of a Pariſn, muſt have as little In- 


Ambaſſadors for Chrift, Stewards of his Houſhold, 
and Overſeers of the Flock purchaſed with his Blood; 
it is not ſuppoſable that he, who was faithful in all 
his Houſe, Heb. 111. 2, 6. would have intruſted the 
Choice of ſuch Office-Bearers, to any but his own © 
Friends and Diſciples, concerned (as Enemies cannot 
be) for his Glory, and the Edification ef his Body, 
the Church. Therefore our Aſſembly, in the Direto» 
ry for Election of —— anuo 1649. have juſtly 
. | FE: „ 


| debarred all onal; Wander, e mar? 
lgnant Perſons, from having any Hand in the Elec- 
8! tion. And ſuch of this Church as have written with 
greateſt Warmth and Keenneſs, in Defence of the Peo» 
ol | pies Right to chooſe their own Paſtors, have reſtricted 


\| 
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Mt | uens Fe Dominicis, & Deum metuens, 2 
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nd his Fellow-Labourers afſuredly gathered, as aps 
zears from the tenth Verſe, that the Lord had ca Ia 5 
hem to prone the Goſpel to that People, in whoſe 
ikenels, Language and Name, the Angel had appears 
d and ·˙ * info oe 
I have indeed all juſt 3 for ſuch Perſons of 
Quality, and Gentlemen of 
nay have Heritage in ſeveral different Pariſhes, in 
hich they do not reſide, and incline to pay them all 
e civil Honour, Reſpe& and Deference that is due 
o their Station, Character, or Merit; but I can 
Ind no Ground to think, that they, or any of them, 
ave any divine or eccleſiaſtick Right to vote in the | 
- Wc&ion of Miniſters to all the Pariſhes in which 
hey have Heritage, or in the Election of 'a Mini- 
er to any Pariſh in which they do not reſide, and 
old Communion in Goſpel - Ord inances. The Right 
f Election, in my Opinion, is not founded in Heri- 
age tranſmittable by Parents, or purchaſable by 
ſoney, but in Religion, divine Inſtitution, and ſa- 
red Relation betwixt the Electors and the Perſon e- 
tel 3 and therefore Heritors can have no Intereſt 
1 that Affair, as Heritors, but as religious Pariſhio- 
ers only. Hence is it, that, in the Directory for E- 


649. there is not the leaſt Mention of Heritors as 
ch; why? becauſe they, qua Heritors, are not E- 

» Qors, and they qua Heritors, are comprehended. 
the Seſſion or Elderſhip, and in the People of the 
NP intereſted in the Election. wh 
3 


Feb, and ſuch only, have a divine Right to nominate or 
e a Paſtor to a Congregation. as are of the ſame re- 
gious Profeſſion, Principles and Communion 1 ae | 


iſtinction, as have, or 


:&ion of Miniſters, made by our Aſſemb „ ans 


ly. T have alſo ſaid, in the above Propoſition, That =" k 


a | 3 4 


care whereof that Congregation is a Part, and wi 


aud the Relation of Parties concerned in it, that Wl; 


won. They were not Scribes or Phariſees, or any. off, 


hoh 8 by the Apoſtles, and by thi 
Candidates, of oſen; 


0 ame ſprituat Fraternity, Profeſſors-of the ſame Faith. 
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me Perſon io whoſe miniſterial Care | they incline i 
Revelation and Reaſon; from the Nature of the F ine wy 


need not dwell long upon the Illuſtration of it. 
From the firſt Chapter of the Act of the Apoſtles, i 
s evident, That the Perſons diſcourſed by the A 
zoltles, as concerned in the Ele ion of one to fill the 
Noom of Judas the Pradilor, were none of them the 
were any of them Diſſenters from the Apotis 1 
their Profeſſion, Principles, Worſhip, or Communi 


ther of the d iſaffected Jews, prejud icate againſt the 


| tes, of which one was to be i choſen ; but 
they were Diſciples of the ſame Maſter with the 
Mer, Servants of the fame Lord, Bretbren of th 


"| 
. | 
. 


and Religion, and ſuch as with one Weord attended 
pon the Apoſtles, and the Ordinances diſ pen ſed by them, . 1 
| as may be gathered from As i. 14, 15, 16, 21, 22h. ( 
compared with Aﬀs Ue I, 425 46. | : | 4 
And, if the Election of the Deacons, narrated in 
the fixth Chapter of the Acts, be an apoftolical Pat Anis 
tern, Preſbript, or Ordinance, according to whi 
the Election of other Church- Officers is to be reguſ,,,, 


| lated, as our beſt reformed Divines affirm it is; then. t. 


nn it muſt neceſſarily follow, That Paſtors miſt be e- 


lected by thoſe of their own Communion only, or bi erſa 
thoſe in Communion with the Church whereat;.... 
they are Paſtors, or Candidates for the paſtoral Of em. 
fice. Thus it was in the Caſe of the Deacons, as 


7 


oF 
CY 


8 | | . 
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wh. nears from the ſecond and third Verſes of the Chip. . 
don cited. In the ſecond Verſe, it is aid, Then 
'Q unto - 


e twelve called the Multitude of the Diſtiples AF 
em, &c. Now, if that Multitude: had not been of © 
Ine fame Profeſſion, Principles and Communion with - 
he twelve Apoſtles that called them, why would 
5 Whey have got the emphatical "Deſignation of Diſ= 
+ ples? Why would the Apoſtles have called them 

pon ſuch an Oecaſion? And how 1s it ſuppoſable, 


a hat they would have regarded, or anſwered upon 
nag heir Call 2 Let, in the third Verſe, we ſee, that the 
5 WB b{equious Multitude did convene, and were diſcourſ- 


umd thus, Wherefore, Brethren, look. ye out among 
oon. ſeven Men of honeſt Report, &c. Where were 
theſe Brethren of the Apoſtles, the Electors, to 
UN ook out thoſe Men to be Deacons? No where but 
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vented myſelf, in what hath been ſaid already. 
J cannot, however, help adding, That I ite: ny 
Expediency in this AQ, but the greateſt Inconveni- 
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encies threatned by it. There is nothing good and 
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in ity „ ; 
* dent ee Direc 
| fe mbly, 1639. which, * Subgp 
dination to the Word of. Cod, are ſufficient, I 
— int out the Way to Presb jes, in the 
el Miniſters; and to multiply ee 8 


an have no great Conve in It» 
955 


Sone n of this Act, and others im 
ebe them, make 3 Clament and og L 
ry well, as if Presb 8 3n[4 ett! 

went by no Rule at all, as if noir oY 
- where to find them, or 3 to fix the Power of E 
. \JeQion ! But, as I ſee no Ground for that Outcry, 
ſo ſee I: as little E 


xpediency in the Mop . 
for Rod reſs; the Cure ee to be Ma | 
chan the Diſeaſe, and, at the ſame. 3 8 have 19; 
Tendeney to remove it. Were Presbyteries indeed 

rregular, or not uniform 1 in their Procedure, then 
the worſt Way in theWorld, for reducing them to Re: 
gularity, would be to give them a Rule they cannq 
with reedom obſerve, becauſe of its Inconfliftgncy 

with the divine Standard! Nor is it imaginable, Tha 
the Wiſdom,” Wit, or Invention of Man, can deviſe 
or contrive any ſuch Rule, as, will exactly anſwer to 
all Caſes, Emergencies and Circumſtances. Some 
Tus therefore muſt, of Neceſſity, be left to the Diſ⸗ 
eretion of Judges or Judicatures, who muſt a& in ſome 
Caſes ex nobili officio. Neither & this wanting to Preſs 
byteries; their great Maſter and Lawginer ath not 
made them mere Machines, nor obliged them to move 
| like Clock-Work. No certainly! He hath authorized 
them to act as rational ak Men (in Conformity 
to the general and ſpecial Rules of his Word, the A 
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ing the Conduct of Pfesbyteries in this Affair yuh 
ure, it was not ſuch an A& a8 L impugn; an Ad a= 


d in her Sentiments, and nothing leſs threatned by 
t in her * The Divifions made by this AQ, ſo 
ar as it hath taken Place already, and theſe that . 


nake the Inconveniency of it, tho there were-nothing 
nore in the Caſe, unde) evident to me, who 
an never think a dividing A is like to ptove an eu- 
elient one to any Society. The Loſs of Peace, in 
y Opinion, is not eaſily counteryailed 5 and when 
ean be maintained with Truth, as in this Cale it 
| Ne never be fi. 


Society is Expoſed to, by having its principal Of- 
ce-Bearets obtruded upon it by its avowed Ene- 
nes; and that theſe Diſadvantages are great ind ma- 
w an intelligent Mind will more eafily 
an I can expreſs, If this Ac take Place, then, in 

the North of Scoffand, at eaſt, where DiſafſeRion 


Churches that fall vacant muſt needs be ſettled. 


cky in their Situation; they have the Chooſing of 
_—_quligd. 


ai Feplarepulato) in ther comphing with, and ape 


Befides this Hazard of Diviſion, this Ac threatens 
is Church with all the Diſad vantages to her Intereſt 


eit own prelatical Miniſters, tho few of them are 
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dout which the Church appears to be greatly divid- 
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their Pleaſure, as the Electors of greateſt Number 
d Influence! Theſe Gentlemen indeed are very. | 
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fear to be inevitable, upon its being further puſhed, _ 


ounds amongſt the Heritors, the moſt Part of all 
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no Wonder 73 


| expraſ 
yr: da a.m Chak t 
, — 


! 

tate. — D e Del 
Nl * 

3 — * T4 


Zh 


a 4 gs * * Ti 2 fy y "$7 alta I : - © <$ * 1 10 L * = * 4-43 7 a ©» 4 
ene »bii:b . — 20 3 £15535, 30 \ iy 445 2h — i 8 
— ———v— — 5 — 
» 5 
CI RS F 4 2 er *; — 7 9 7 L 
I «4 * 122 12 . 
d 2 18 . 4 e * * T\ 
* . L is #I 11 * B 8 85 E. © T. | IIs... 
| 5 


„ 4 1. > 143 - | 158 N 3581. 12 8.4 E. 212 


e Perſons, In 1:eyery Congrogationy vi e vi 
he Power of "nominating or eleftin 
iD ; own Paſtors, And the. depend; ng Ac 
| Ade relative to that Sub seg Bay been 
Lulſed in the precedent Seſtion at greater] ength thi 
1 mtended, I mult here be the briefer in een 
che Manner in which Presbyterles are; to prefer n 
5 to proce?d in that Affair. 
„As to Presbyteries their Manner 'of pre 
in the Eleftion of Miniſters, it muſt; I Q perſwada 
be varied AS Caſes and Circumſtances happen. 1 
quire, tho ſtill in 3 Conſiſtency with the general! 
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nant thereto 3 but while they are not tied down zg | 
my particular þ 3 1 have the greater Freedom, | 
ſupget the following, Thoughty,. | 

= "TE . to me moſt Fe eee be pr 
fided in, by the whole Pr 1 er than by g 
or two of their Number. To. ſupport this Suggeltio 
1 have the authentick Pattern CEO A en wh 
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which. rarely muſs to fall ont, Ee 


if not ner that che yeligle-Presbyter as 5 
ene doi in in 9 "oy > 5 
Previous to the; lain; a vg br 85 ee A 


two Things ſeem: Jlicuniliont rapes 
ding. izs'[Fo:detgymine who NG 
3 or Nee e in 1 the e Weben and 
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the Rlectiag 1 
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ir beit enty) = -. 
tereſted in that Air; 3 2 —— by cht | 

then Prolocutor Peter, did beſpeak them, on chat Sub- 
#8, under the: Compellations of Men and. Brethretty | 
As l. 15, 16. and then proceeded. to make aTift of 
two fit Perſons for the A oſtalick Offices Barſabat, to 
wit, and Matthias; Verſe 23. And, in the Cale f 
the ſeven Deacons, nothin gan be more plain, than 
that, immediately before thei leftion, the Apgtles 

did determine the Multttude: 0 tiples to be the- 
—_ and n 3 employed them l - 
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not to, nor concerted with, thoſe Eleſtors, 3 Lf | 
 _frriftly ſo called, out of which the Election 1houlf 
| "have been made, yet gave them what was equiv 
leni thereto, viz. Such Reſtrictions, with reſpeR to 
«the Qualities of the Candidates, as bounded their 
Power, and limited them, in the Exerciſe thereof, tt 
Perſons ſo qualified allenarly. Aﬀs vi. 3. 

- The Inhabitants of a vacant Pariſh, whom a Preſ. 
'byter ought, in my Opinion, to ſuſtain as Ele&ors « 

2 Paſtor thereto, or as Parties concerned in the Elec 
tion, exclyfive of all others; theſe, I ſay, have bi 

| lately been pointed out and deſcribed, by their Re, 
| Jence, Religion, profeſſed Principler, "and ated Com 
 mution 5 all and every of which ſhould be ſome Way 
known or' enquired into, before their Admiſſion to 
his Privilege. The firſt of theſe Requiſiter, their Re 
Fidence, to wit, in the Pariſh, may be eafily known 
to the Presbytery, or atteſted by the Elderſhip. The 
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ſecond of them, their practical Religion, muſt be pre 
ſumed, in the Judgment of Charity, in caſe they ate 
Known to the Presbytery, or teſtified of by the Elders 
as Men of ſufficient Knowledge and unblameable 
Walk, who live in the habitual Practice of no known 
Sin, nor in the wilful Neglect of any known Duty 
burt are careful to honour God by their Lives, and to 
worſhip him in and with their Families. And as to 


1 


Prafeſſed Principles and flated Communion with this 
Church; theſe are ſuppoſable to go together, the 


. Communion, I mean, to follow upon the N 
Aud therefore both may be put to one and the ame 
Trial, 10 wit, their ſubſcribing. or declaring their Wil- 
 Hingueſs to ſubſcribe our Confeſſion of Faith, as the 
bunten f their Faith; which whoever den 
N \ g „ -.. ou 
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1 the third of theſe Requiſites, their being of the ſame 


Principles and Doctrine, that Con- 

. the Word of God, is the 

In this Propoſal there needs be thought no Hard- 
ſhip; for whoever lays Claim to any Privilege, in a- 
ny Society, ſhould. give Evidence, that he is. of that 
society, and will not induſtrionſſy exerciſe his Privi- 
of lege to its Prejudice. The State hath thought fit, and 
very. reaſonably, to oblige Patrons, before they exer= 
ciſe their civil Right in preſenting Miniſters, to give 
2 Teſt of their Loyalty and good jon to the Go - 
vernment ; and why may not the Church, upon as 
good Grounds, oblige Claimants, before they exer- | 
ciſe an eccleſiaſtick Right in eleting Minifters, to. | 

ive a Teſt of their Orthodoxy, and Agreement with |} 
Fer in Principles of Religion? The Time was, when 
neither the Church of Scotland; nor the State, thought | 
it any Hardſhip to enjoyn all Ranks and Degrees of 
Perſons to ſubſcribe a Confeſſion of their Faith; as is 
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evident from the Adts of the General Aſſembly, April 
and October, 1581. and February and December, 
1638. and Auguſt, 1639. and from an Act of 27 
Council, Auguſt 30. 1639, and from an Act, Charles I. 
Parl. 2. June 11. 1640. From theſe Acts, I fay, it 

is evident, that for all Ranks to be obliged to ſub- 
ſcribe our then Confeſſion of Faith, was thought no 
Hardſhip in theſe Times; and why it ſhould. be 
thought any, in our Day, to oblige them that will 
ele& our Miniſters to ſubſcribe our nom Confeſſion, | 
or to lay aſide their Claim to that Privilege, I cannot 
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The EleQors being determined, 2 Liſt of Candi- 

dates, out of which 3 Election is to be made, is 
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| LL have but 
* twisxttham and the Elo 3 in doing of which, 


| i Golpat 


the Caſe and Circumſfances of the Tons 
Ann What the ( 


fore now, 


nent to bs contented by the Prevb prefdinig; a 
Ea cheated, or to e upon be 


ſpecial Regard is to be had to the Qualities requirel 
2 Wade, by the Wo I Gol, and Ut 
ation FR. 
16105 Are, with which Gand 
, and Intrants into that Office, 
tion, ſhould be endowed; I have, . 
TIER in fpeakuig ef Probatloners; 
Perſons to be licenfed' to preach the Goſpel, to which 
5 What may be 1 

a vacant Congregation, is o me 
conjocturèe, but 1 45 the Prosbytery to diſcerk 
5 them, with :Conſemt of the Þ 
lectors, to make a Lift of Canditlates; whoſe Atta: 
ments ſcem beſt propottioned— thereto, Inte which 


dates for the 
In any 


| Lib po Nan & to be adavieed, bit be that . 8 


ceptionable, and will bs welcotae both to Pariſh'znd 


Fresbytery, in caſe che Ts ſhall 80 in bis Vis 
Yours: ö 


2aly 4 ks Manner in which Pariſhes olle 


. dracred in Ele&ions; it ought to bo laid before them, 
28 no donbt it will, by the Presbyteries Concert 


under whoſe Call, Dias and Hef pection, - every 
Step in that 1 important Affair is to; be made; La 


{ tothe Pattern laid down in God's Word, As i. 

vi. and to the Rules of the Church agreeable there- 

to. They are not, I humbly think, to conimence that 
_ eceleſiaſtick Buſineſs, or to go on in it, any where, any 


when, or any how, themſelves, or their civil Superior 
ſball think fitting, but as they ſhall by called and on 


refed, in all theſe Circumftinces,' by their eccleſia- 
* 1 _ 3 of Pn 


1oners in Ta- 
verns 


Bll verns and other improper p 

en pew ln or ethets in their N ate too frequent *$ 
il 15 this Day; ſuch CY as axe made, and Papers as 
ol able bed} zn theſe Meetings, Without the Pre 
ty — G Privity nd e G 2 cature z ſuek Meet: 1 
PO» s Concerts an 185 5 are very im i 
hs Egle nd obs 8 eps towards the 8 
went ef 4 Gafpe Neige ; yes, they are, in ) 
de fad £18 Ae Prefumpti ons of Fn olition, 

N Fudgin Perſons convened; 8 Wi 7 and '* 

ch PTY conſent ts, or fibtcribe' fach Paper 83 which | 
rd i therefore ſhould nicer with fo Rey gad, no 4) ave any 
Aeg, wks it be to ſet aſide Th Subleriden al 
"theſe extrajud ict? Writs, and the Proctirers thereof, 
* frothy having any Hand In the EkRtion, fro ea ug . 
ME - The Eletivn ef x Miniſter to any e e dert | 


ieh ** 2 Matter wherein the Glory of . 1 
WI K his Church, s well as the ir own | 
me Souls, are greatly concerned; ſons be ew ht | 
Fi on, ant (et dene 0 Eletkots, with ſuitabfe Den- 
„ beration and Seri they ſhonld ſpeak: a pi th the 
da Chrifians; the Sentiments of their own Con | 
ern, and not mutter like arrots. the Langua ge 8 7 ben | 
ied WM Before the EKQ561 comes on, they bal be well 
ery WM adviſed; and When. it Hoppe, fhould 1 an N | 
ing 5 upright and ROE e 1 
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7 of the North of Scotland, having 


got the main 
Hand, by their Voices and ; 


uence; in the 


| EleQion of our Miniſters, there is nothing now, wants 
ing to complete the Diſpoſal of our Northern Vacancies 


. 


at their Pleaſure, but that the Power of Electors, or 


| _ Pariſhes ele@ing, be abſolute, and incontrollable by 
Presbyteries 3 ard that the miniſterial Calling, and 
| paſtoral Relation, be dependent upon Ele&ion. Leid 
them but theſe Points, with what they have got al- 

| ready, and are like to get confirmed by the depend« 


deport 


ing AR we lately ns, and then have they, in 
the Settlement of Miniſters, a Monopoly of ecclefig» 
ſtick Power, with a Negative upon ecclefiaſtick Judi- 


, _ * 


People determined in Elections, by the! ar- 
ing Voices and Inflnence; and, in and through the 
r thus determined, they have à Power over 


i  catures! They have, at this Rate, the Power of tha 


Election, to proceed to Ordination ; or to reſtrain them 


from planting the Place vacant, by declining to make 


any Election! Nor indeed is it any great Wonder, 
that our drſaffeQed Gentry lay Claim to all this Power) 


for themſelves, and the Pariſhes under their Influ- 
| "ence, ſeeing nothing leſs, _ the Matter, is allow» 
cd them by ſome Members o 

pleading t 


onr Judicatures, who, in 
eir Cauſe, as Occaſion offers, cry down the 


. n 8 | | A bh 1 
HE Adverſaries of our Church, in moſt Parts. 


their over=bear«* 


yteries, to conſtrain them, by an incontrollable 


1 Poptr of Presbyteries, FOI the" Vs 
of their Miſſion or e e it wants che 
15 


jon of a People refufing, or, perh not daring = 
to make a p wy 1 Gele 


eg ut to ſet Caſes in 
another and truer 9 14 the Defagn of dhe ſubſe- 
quent Part of this C 
”* As the diſtin Righs o or owers of Pariſhes and 
Presbyteries, in the Election of Miniſtere, are very 
onfilent with one another, and moſt correſpondent to 
thels* reſpe&ive Subjects veſted therewith; ſo ought 
they to be maintained and exerciſed accordmyly; bar 
out any the leaſt Claſhing or Interfering. The Rights 
of the Chriftian-People 
to-be invaded, nor at incroached upon; 3 no more 
are the Rights of the Chriſtian Paſtors in Pris te- 
ries, as nearly, as the „ related to Cbriſ che ca! 
Head, and more near related to him, as be! 1 the 
governing Head of his Church. Theſe compatible 
Powers, granted for the ſame Ends, the Glory of that 
_ and Good of his Body, ought to combine and 
rate together, and not to thwart or oppoſe one 
— er in purſuing thereof. 

It is ready: raed, as it days hath erz — 
That the Pert of every Congregatzon, duly quali- 
ed, have a Light to chooſe their own: Paſtor; 5-that 
great 5 is to be had to their Choice, and that 
the Perſon inclined to, or regular] fly choſen, b — 4 
i, if Unexce zonable, to by erred to al 
and ne ver to rejected by res tery, without ar . 
Grounds, founded in the . God, and mani- 
teſt to their Conſciences. - But it is juſtly queſtioned, 
whether a People or Pariſh can warrantably go on to 


an Election by themſelves, exolnyfive of the Paſtors - 


or Ray concerned, or without their 8 | 
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idament, with, re[p« 
1 Fare i wake. Election, or wit. 5 0 y 
rſelf made by them. a Powers, to 2 


latiug. the Lift, aud reſtriding the, ſame t. Ca 
dates e AQualißcationt, in their udgment., as 
. Tequired by.che Word of God; or, in caſe tbe Liſt is uc 
| h reſtrifed, and ſpecially concerted, t. 57 a 2 
er regulating the EleGion itſelf ue 
 Pefyfing-ta concur theyptrith, or. farbe, therewfpone. . 
Ehe fixſt Part of this complex 8 tering 
* Right ,of Presbyteries-to moderate and Pr. 
Eledtions, 1 is plain, I think, from what hach been 
"pity, en the Manner. of their Prefading, in 1 


Sars Fenz See 


485 hapter, where Tobſeryed, and In. revive Bl @o: 
forvation, that, in the Elections of Matthias MM rio 

— yr ſeven Deacons, nartated Act i. and vi. the 4. /i. 
«alter, as an eccleſiaſtiek Court or Presbytery, did mit 
moderate and preſide. They propoſed theſe Ele IM Jet 
ons, diſcourſed the Electors, or Perſons they judged ran 
 cancerned in theſe Affairs, and gave them Directiom Ml rev 
nt the Pèrſons to be elected, Ec. and all this wa d 

e by them (as I ſhall have Occaſion afterwards ta and 
clear) as a Presbytery, or eecleſiaſtick Jadicature» ag for 


8 1 gollekio, u in virtue of their eur, paſtoral 73 
| Power, 
| . 


155 in her forecite: | 
made by the bly 1649. 


Number, ap 


Practice of Precbyteriss to | to frefige in all regular E 
lections of Paſtors. 
The beſt of our - xeformed. Pie ine 3 Agretd 
in their Sentiments about this Affair. The orthodox 
e 
ap. 4. Far. 15s th t ords for my Pur 
Praeſſe autem elefioni dlics 5: debere ;. 
ler lenitetem; eng, udia, vel. 
a multudine, pecceturs The Revere: 
Bowles, one of theſe eminent Divines ho -compiler 
our Weſtminſter. Confeſpou Won of Faith, in 
Gr 15 — al 2 e too de EEE, 
Foribus * aue * jonis nego= 
9 Pprafint; autoritas emi 1 


fo * 5 e er arts: C P 

die, in his Engl. Po em. Fart 3. ( wy 2. a 
mil. 167. ſays, For Ben it 45 come fo the Eledtian, 
Jet populus non n Klas judicat; ſed, prateunte & modes - 
rante actionem T7 E Presbyteris according to the 
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Now, it, according to the Word at ded, che Ruls | 
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ö eh 5 
be prefided in by: the, 8 or by ſome of that 
pointed. and authorized by them to that 
Effect; = accordingly it hath been the "cenflant 
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and Practice of this Church, and Sentiments of. re- 
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dean be thought of fach INNS wi are Tat. y 
. ied on and 1 by the EleRors, without the 

Fee d n any Presbytery or Paſtor, MW £7 

and in the pre nce "only; and der thor Inſpe8i- | 

on of publick Notaries, aſſuming the Power of receiy- b 

ing and marking the Voices of the People promi. W 

Fuouſly, and of ſubſeribing for them, or atteſting ther C 

"Subſcriptions? And whit tnuſt+ be thought 0 the MW 21 
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th 

an 
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be 


Conduèt of ſuch eceleſiaſtiek Courts as homologate 
4 Juch Elections, and proceed thereupon to Ord 875 
* on! Tell it not in Gath, Oc. Nor can any Pretext 
i 


of Neceflity be ſufficient to da ſuch irregular and 

- -unwarrantable Proceedings. Presbyteries ſhall 
x  groundleſly decline to preſide in an Election, the) i © 
. may be a ed as, and complained of, to ſu- Ml ce 


Perior Ju icatures; but Pariſhes, in ſuch 7Caſe, ac in 

not to ſubvert the divine Inſtitution, by ſetting up of 
Publick Notariet in their Room; ner are they to be es 

| "encouraged in rodreſling.themſelves after ſuch a Man- C01 
ner. But thi&/by the Way. 276 
I now come to the ſecond Part of the above arte Aſ 
ed Propofition, affirming, That Presbyteries have 1 Ba 
a 5 Power and Judgment, with reſped 6 C: 

ide Lift out of which-the People are to make the lech. tio 

on, yu 75505 fe dect to the Blection itſelf made by them, de 

'&c. This Aſſertion I have entinciated in ſuch ample the 

and obvious Terms, as cannot readily be miſtaken, Co 
and am therefore now to attempt the Proof of it from M Ke. 
de Word of God; the Ads and Practice of thi 2 
Church, the Sentiments of reforined Divines," and the 
the Nature of the Thing Pup. 
The Truth of this Aſtertion Seems pla ain to ns fles pol 

the Word of God, ſetting us ebe Pattern of 2 


the 


Para. be: ordained, by theme. That Pattern, L 
lead from the the, very Scriptures that found the Pec- 


le's.  elefting P Dower, particularly from Act i. and vi. 


Church- Officers acting in collegio, and preſcribin 
an Example to the Chriſtiam Church, did not -0 * 
preſide, às hath been already obſerved, i in the Electi- 


att- 

ext 

nd and Judgment anent the Liſts,out of which theſe E. 
dal lections were to be made, or —_ Perſons ca 1 e 2. 
bey M being elected; and anent the Electors, ox Pe 

ſn MY cerned, their ard to the. Qualifications requiſite, 
are in the Perſons elected to theſe. Othee s. Thus, in the firſt 
of theſe Caſes, the Applies dþ did reftri& the Lift, or Ob- 
jeſt of Election, more generally, to theſe Men who bag 


went in and out. among them, 7 bis Baptiſm 
Aſcenſion, Ads i. 21, 22. and more particularl y to 
Barſabas and Matthias, Verſe 23. And, in the other 


2 


2 
= 


EES5 53 BS. 


tion, and reftrited the Electors, 0 the Number 8. 
Seven to be eletted, to the Company out of which 
theſe Seven as to be 0 olen, and to Men of that 
Company ſo and ſo, qualified ; Men, to wit, F good. - 
Report, full of the Holy Grof Gb and Wiſdom, Aas vi. 
2, 3. Nor ſeems the Multitude to have thought 


upon the Em! they ſubje& the ſame to the A». 
poltles their diſcretionary Judgment, in ſetting before 
them the Perſons they had elected, as Verte 6. in 

arder to their A without which — 


8 2. 
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ONS con- 


themſelves abſolute and incontrollable in their Choice; 


could 5 


on of Matthias and the  Deacos,.. but alſo did, in 
theſe Caſes, claim and Be — FY diſcretionary Power | 


K 67 45 1 
Apoſtles, with reſpelt to Elections, and 4 
112 to other Church-Officers, with reſpect to 


whence it evidently. ApPPeATS, That the Apoſtles, as : | 


Caſe, to wit, of the Deacons, ny Im te tha Kieo-” 1 
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companied 3th them 5 the Time that the Lord Je % | 
til hit 
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epuldl never have been ſlippoſed tg have proceeded ti ret 
"their Ordination- Ph al Wh il eke & 2 75 | = 
| * And as the diſcretionary Power of Preb terte i fl 
the Caſe of Elections, is evident, from the above mem 
mentioned Frecepts, particularly from s Precepts 
to. Timothy, 1 Tia . 42 4 2 Tim. il. 2. L 
| Hands ſuddenly on no Mam, neither be Partaker of 66 
der Mens Sins ; keep thyſelf pure; and the Thing 
| that thou haſt heard 'of me, among many Witneſſes, the 
Hane commit to faithful Men, who ſhalt be able to teach 
others alſo. Now, to what Purpoſe had theſe Pre- 
cepts been | reg ace, and in him to all othen 
having the Power of beying on Hands in the Ad of. 
Ordination, if he and t ey had not had a diſoretio+. 
nary Power of enquiring into, and judging af the 
Fitneſ or Unfitneſs of any Man propoſed to be or- 
F; dained by them? Had the People the ſole Power o 
|; lifting and eleQing, and the Paſtors or Presbytery no 
Power at all of judging anent the Lifts or Perſons e- 
| TeRed, then would'they be obliged,” contrary to the 
1 wage Precepts, to lay Hands fuddenly, or without 


due Inquiry or Judgment, upon any Man choſen: 
[| and 83 the Mailry ofthe Goipel to faithful 
| or unfaithfil Men, able or unable to teach others, at 

' the EleRors their Diſcretion ! And were the Paſtors 
under ſuch a Neceffity, from divine | Inſtitution, of 
. 6rdaining whom the People pleaſe, without havin 

any Judgment of their own in the Caſe, then cou 
they never incur the Hazard certified by the Apoſtle, 
| | | Tim. v. 22. of partaking of eker Mans Sins, the 
| Sins, to wit, of unworthy Men ſuddenly ordained, 
But this Hazard they may ineur, and therefore that 
[| Neceffity they cannat be under, but muſt have a dif 
T „ * eretipnary 


CE —_ 


„4% RL 


—  — — —— 
,” 
1 


if. 


ue to manage deliberately, — Fab 
Presbyteries have a diſcretionary Ju 


ent anent, but 


cular Account, in Ive 2 a 
the Qualities and Qualifications requiſite in thoſe 


ſcription, for the fame End, is given, by the ſame Av 


—_ to the Evangelift Timothy, 1 Tim. iu. 2 to 7. 
OW» 


ſeriptions been given to theſe Evangeliſts, and others 


had no Right of enquiring into, and judging of the 
Qualifications — in the Perſons to — ained 
by them? Why would the Apoſtle have told them, 


leſs, ſober, juſt, holy, Sc. if they had had no diſcre- 
tionary Judgment anent theſe miniſterial Qualities and 
Qualificatians, and no Power of rej 
want the ſame, ele& them who will? 


of the Apoſtles, recorded in the Word, are the Acts 
and Practice of this Church. For Acts I need only 


anent Election of Miniſters. Act, Aſſem. 1639. Art. 
alt. anent Miniſters Trials, explained and ratified 
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allo anent their Piety, Prudence; and other miniſterls * | 
al Qualifications 3 hence we find, that, when the 

Evangeliſt Titur is left in Crete, to ſet in Order: che 
Things that were wanting, and to ordain Elders in 
every City, the great Apoſtle, who left him there for 

heſe Purpoſes, gives him a Directory for Ordinati» 

on, a Deſcription of a Goſpel-Miniſter, and'a partir . 
negative and 'politive Terms, of 
that were to be ordained by him, and others veſted -| 
with that Power, Tit. i. 5 to 9. And a like De» | 
to what Purpoſe had ſuch Directories and De- 


that the Porſons they were to ordain muſt be blame- 


jedting ſuch. as 


Agreeable, in this Caſe, to the Pattern ind Precepts 
inſtance in theſe few, viz, Act, Sei. 4. Aſem. 1649. 


by 1 


JIT 
by Ack, Se 6. 2 1642+ and A, Seff. . An 
56. anut the Entryaud Colrderſation-of Minder 
|  ratified'by Aſem. 1638. All which Acts (too long to 
be hero inſert) do necſſarily imply and import, Tha 
Proesbyteries have not only a Right to preſide in all B+ 
8 Jeftions, but allo to approve or diſapprove therenf 
do judge of the Fitneſs or Unfitnel(s. of a Miniſter, & 
well as of 2 Probationer, for the particular Charge 17: 
A . reject or repel ſuch as they find Reaſon to 
- repel. And if all this carries not in it that. di/Cretjo. 
- wary Pomer and Judgment I plead for, it does n- 
nr r n ee Los 25. wv 
As the Acts of this Church ſpeak out her Prinoipis 
in this Caſe, fo doth her Practice. In all Election 
Pariſhes are limited, and very juſtly, in a greater ot 
| leſſer Degree, as to the. Liſt, or the Candidates out 
#$ of which the Election is to be made. They are, at 
|; Jlexft; reſtricted to Miniſters and Probationers of, Prefs 
byterian Communion, which is as real a Reſtriction 
1 of the Liſt, or of the Object of Election, ind 25 
| real, tho not ſo great, a Limitation put upon the K 
lectors (who, if incontrollable, might lift and chooſe 
of a different Communion ) as if they were reſtritted. 
to ſome Three or Four of our Communion, - Now, if 
they can at all be reſtricted, as the foreſaid Inſtange 
ſhews they may, why not reſtricted; as far, or to 
great a Degree, as ſhall be judged neceſſary for the 
great End of Edification ? Maus & minus non vari- 
ant ſpeciem. If People can be reſtrained, as certawly, 
they may, from chooſing a Miniſter of another Com- 
munion, becauſe of his exceptionable Principles, why 
not alſo from chooſing one of our own Communion, 
| becauſe of his exceptionable Practice, Oc? Inſtances 
5 are 
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are not mag p Precyueres Une rl ” 
riſttes from lilfing or ch -EXCE b 


our o.] —ů and öf their beir — Y 
therein by the higher Judicatures of the Church. To 
this Purpoſe we have one very plain in the Caſe of 
the Pariſh of Marytoun, within the Bounds of the 
Presbytery of Brechin, and Synod of | Angus and 
Mearns. This Pariſh, While vacant, in the Lear 
1725, having  unanimiouſly agreed upon one to be 


oſed from; and again reponed to che miniſterial Of- 
010: fice, did make Application to the faid Presbytery for 

10. his Settlement amongſt them; but the Presbytery, re- 

„ ſduſing to concur with their Choice, wete: appealed 
ples from to the ſaid Synod, who; ha vin approven these 
Presbytery's Conduct, were appealed from tothe then 
enſuing General Aſſembly, and St that Aſſembly; have - 


ing referred the Affair to their Commiſſion, it was 
finally determined b. qr in favours of the Presby- 
rele 


ery of Breobin, infift g Prineipally _ their adiſere- 
2 Power. ' And 4 Commiſton Determination, 
in their Favours, was Proven by the ſubſeq zuent 
Aſſembl x. . 
To what hath — rar on W Subiet ! in 
Hand, from the Word of God, Acts and Practice of 
this Church, I now ſubjoyn the Sentiment of ſome 
orthodox: and eminent ——— Divines. 
The famous and judicious: Calvin, in bis Epiſi⸗ 
131. ad ſupulum, expreſſeth himſelf thus, Si hoc ut 
obis arrogatis, ut pro 12 vobis aſciſcatis paſtorer, 
o 11hil-altud quam ordinem a Deo 705. tum, can bo». 
eſtate Chrifltana; convellere. - | 
The reverend Mr. Oliver:Bowles abbed bcc. 


in his forecited Book, P aſt. Evangel. hach _ 2 
the 


their Miniſter; who had, ſome Time before, been de- F 
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lection and Ca 


& — mach theſe Words, But whilft we plead 7 
_ the Election of the People 

2 * yt; — Boundt, in their Pretbyterial 

S, 'try and judge 

E thereafter 2 4 certain Number of dbese, wh 
are a 
ed Py oh vacant Church, that a free Election may bf 
made of ſome of that Number; providing always,” ther 


kl wiſh it were made an AR) with a reaſonable Prov 

dio, both conſiſtent with the diſcretionary Power d 

Presbyteries I plead for, and with the oy Dole 
of the SAT 


LEED 


Ry in nm Walls = 


_ Je electionem. To the: Teſtin 
Divines, I ſhall now add ſony 
ortbies who have written of the l. 


of Miniſters, —— the 1 
Fra pious wrong . de 
d. 


2 Gilleſpie; in ale Fog. . Pop. Cen. Part. 3 
hap. 8. Page nini 167. concerning the Election 


7 ws add, firſt, Let the 
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oven by them as fit, be offered and pro poun⸗. 


wo are fit - for 


if the Church or Congregation have any real Reaſon 

refuſing the Perſons nominated and offered how 
and for chooſing of others, their lawful Defires be here 
in yielded, Here, I think, is an excellent Overtur 
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ni ons, "and Garg Biden to be a 
of the ee te che bene e of 
and there be much regarded by People in 
kei t resbyterics in otdäining them, /2Js, 
nf Hing e - 


25 f were d Deacon, be if te be a M, 
55 he oh Ghoſt, Ads vi, Sc. And concerning Preſ⸗ 
es es he 3 Th That a Prebytery. ought not (whos 
call, or ever. One's Parts be.) to proceed '- 
7 Men e Mites without Neſ pet to this fe 
fication. of Holineſ7. And then, Raving cleared in 
' what Senſe” he IA down that Aſſertion, be adds, I 
Page 175, That Tfial would be made by the Preshyte=' 
7 ee admitting a” Miniſter; Firſt; To clear Wer £3 
e rophane, md that nothing can be charged on 
. That there be ſome Thinzi making dim 
boly-like, and giving Ground in 4 e Clantly to | 
efleem Jo of him, t whatever afterwards he prove, 
Fhey ( the Prevbytery; z0 wit ) may have Peace in wa 
they have done. Aud, laffly, That. ſome fit Time and. 
Way be taken pur poſely 751 trying bit. All which our, 
reverend Author clears from Scripture-Arguments; 
and, of conſchuente, proves, That, as People are not. | 
at Freedom to choaſe; for their Miniſter, whom they 
will, ſo Presbyteries have, and are obliged to uſe 
a diſcretjonary Power in trying and judging of n, 
didates for, the. Miniſtry their Qualifications, ( who” 4 
ever may elec them) particularly that of Holineſs. 
Pale Rabe, gd, in his Beck, called The f 
Right of Presbyteries, Page ibi 1 72 denies the PE- 
* a. boundleſs Power, or © Liddriy of - ſole Will, in e- 
Ring their Paſtors. * . regulated * 1 
OF 
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: WY the Pages i of Be Her eee, 
| e ft Man, in that Caſe the Prediytery.m 
eclare the Eleckion irregular aud. null. And ay 
J. That the Preſtytem may x bg 75 a 
2 the Election of ay 6 0 07 
Which, he - 5555 A de Perlen 
That, ſuppoſing e that e 
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* 5 more than to regulate the Ly ” 
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75 them to chooſe wr Leber. Thar Mr, Rus 
ford 3. an unexceptiona 


tionable Witneſs in the Peoplely 


ſolute Power, or Power not {ubjeR to the Prechytery% 

Regulation of chooſing their Miniſter, excep 

a ſpecial Lift of fit Perſons 

Is 3s, previouſly | concert bam the Presbytery = p. 

People 5 or, in his own Words, Page of that Book cl 

4 495 when it is acknowledged, both by People and 15 
re 


bytery, that, ef two or three Men, any one s ce 


5 g 


* = Med for the Place, then faith he (and I am fat bi 
rom centradifting him) The Mau is. abſolutely to be | 

4 eferr ed to the People? Choice ; * but: 25 in this Caſe, 0¹ 
he allows the People an abſalute Choice, ſo he ſup- a 
* * ae not * to have had, but allo n 
e to 1 


* Err 


r x e 


66 Have uſa 4 
and, n 
fle gatively, the Elegie 
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1 Wor 
Lift, he 


fame; if the 85 15 Hh Fx 
To the Author! oe a vanced. I now ad: 
Argüment, 1a de ion ag z 80 22 re 


rles, from the Wasen 11 it n L e l 
TR 5 Presb ee at 5 EE 220 
= 1 the 


Nat wy 1 Ns 15 hing 
it. It muſt then ol! 97 e poke yrs : 
dainer's, muſt Rave, and ou ght to ule a 0 cr rica) 
Poe, and Tudgment, of their own, anent this Aﬀaig 
of great Mor ent, before hey put the Wb Hand, or 
give the finiſhing Stroke to it, elle, up pop their wm 
ing this Power or ads ment, the greatel Abſurd} | 
3 follow, VIZ, 505 Prebyteties, in this Matter 
great Importance committed to their Care and Truſt, 
5 this eſſential Part of their Office, the Ordination q 
Paſtors, ire not allowed. to a& as free Agents, as ec 
clefiaſtick Judges, or as rational religious Men, fol⸗ 
lowing the Light of their own Conſclences, 5 
ced by the Word of God, in the Hand of his Spirit; 
but are obliged implicitel to follow the Mind E | 
the People electing, to lay ands, without Judgment, 1 
on wWhomſoever they will, Men faithful or unfaithful, 
able or unable to teach others, fit or unfit for the mi- 
niſterial Work; and, of conſequence, that P resbyte= 


ries, or Presbyters veſted with the Power of Ordina - 
| -K'2 _ | 
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to be maintained, as of the Lord. The beſt Thing 
in the World may be abuſed, and, through the Cor- 
ruption of Men, many Times are ſo; but they muſt 
not, on that Account, be denied, deſtroyed, or 1 
ed with, elſe what ſhould become of the Wor and 
' Ordinances of God, and of the very Powers and Fa - 


1 eulties of our own Souls b 


[ 5 aa Power in N from the Poſſibilit of 


| -4 1d perverſly uſe 
o er à 


Sf it deſtroyed? e Abuſe of 1 


li 9 85 
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the Ju gm C0 Is Beer, that 

- orflinated: to, oy 1 0 b 1005 WT, is not in the 


Talk, and cannot, of its own' Nati „ become an . ; N 
wary Power. [iy ind beg uſed or bj imp 

as may every other Pecies of 
onglt ] Men : But I”, then ? muſt ther exe witl 


Fore, the Exiſtence of i it be denied, .or lawful, Exercal 
it 1 


only to be 8 and the arbitrary . 0 
of it to be reftrained,. while the Power 1 tlelf, [to 
which theſe Evils are not eſſential, but accidental, is 


To argue the Want ot " Nori-Exiftence of a aiſere- | 


el 


1 4 
muſt 3 we 1 255 
ther Bris ind Sac (ole 1 


it bring * at one Hl, all Power upon Earth, 


civil — "ae ug 

rt the Fuße 
end pron A 0 
eondeſcend upon any 


Paar . h they Will not; pre- 


Mlibility, or will 
9 of Power under the Sun, 


the 1 ran 400 

Nor is this, To k n eee in "info, than 
improper for * le ol thole that uſe it; for 
rebounds upon ag People they pretend to argue for, 
with greater Force than, it falls upon the Presbyteries 


Power Et 0 Presbyteries, unleſs. it may be 


aſt Wth ought, which to me is impoſſible, that 4700 Hed © l 


t- Pariſbes, or ſuch as are under the Influence of diſaf. | 


d Nded Perſons (in whoſe. favonrs the 3 ; 


a» WE ower of Presbyteries hath been moſt] impugned 
bath a greater Claim than others to | aul Fey 
to thei Choice de a Monitor K N 0 


that m ce ek a on Mifttkeyabuſs: - 
r it 


8 Withey argue againſt. Pariſhes, are not a Whit fnore in- 
1 gallble- i in liſting: or eleRing Men to be Miniſters, 
than Presbyteries are, in Exerciſing à diſcretionary, 
Judgment anent the Perſons liſted or eleſted ; nor can 
their Power, if abſolute and incontrollable, be thought 
leſs liable to be abuſed, or arbitrarily uſed, hey the 
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their Power or ſundry Subject: f 
Power. thar may n rel abuſe the lame». And: thus 
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I nay Uifinils this CaviF>with obſirging; Ant 
bears us Hard upon the Powers of Synotls as of Pref 
bdbypeertes z fer, if Procbyreries can have ne PoWer f 
_ -  tepulnting' Liſts or Eleltions of Minifterzz becauſy 
 forſoothzithey may abuſcthis' into an arbitrary Power, 
then Synode, provintial or national, for the fame Rey 
| fon, cawhive no Power of regulating the Conduct d 
| Presbyteries, in that er any Thing elſe. The Ante: 
| , 


(the Fab 
ar 


288 * * 
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dent and Conſequent of this hypothe 


kbilley, to wit, of Precbyteries and Synod 
Poflibility of 'their abifinp their rel ive Powers) 
muſt ſtand or fall together, and be equally; true d 
faſe. Now, if both be falſe, as they certainly are; then 
cis Cavil, againſt the diſcretionary Power of. Presby 
teries, is worth nothing; or, if both were true; as the) 
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dicature, canſihing of the Paſtors and Preshyters . 
wry contiguous Congregations, aſſociated. 
aud ccaleſced 1010 aue Prechyterial Church, and having, ' 
tu itſelf, and af its own Nature, ecclefraftick 2x 
and Juriſditien, complete within its own Precint. ' | 
By this Definition I intend no more, but barely to 
point out the Nature, Members and Power e = 
judicature 1 upon each of which I am t6 ex- 
5 a little, aft . | have ne projet 2 few Things 5 
or preventing Miſtakes, and paving my Way. ee 
A Pregbytery and a en urch are not Its . 
deed. equipallent / Terms, yet they are C . ae "| 
and therefore the ane maſt maſt neceſſar = ther. 
Wherever there is. a Prevbyterial ( [made un 
of diverſe contignous Congregations conſoe Log? 1 
tber, under the tion, and. lA, E 7 
verſe Paſtors and. Rulers, there mult needs be à Fre- 
bytery, or Pregbyterial Confiftary, conſiſſing o of theſe | 
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ck ſundry congregational Churches, 1 wit, ſuch's Ml . 
Number of People as cannot all meet, for the Wor⸗ 
hip kind Service-of- God, at ds Ting in n Place; 
w ſuch a Number-af Paſtors as may, and do, diſo 
penſe the Ordinances to them ſeverally: convened 3. 
wherever, I ſay, theſe Eſſentials are, there muſk: 
needs be ſundry congregational Churches, whether: 
fired or not, as to their Bounds, Places of Meeting, 
Paſtors and Members, is the ſame Thing; for, how- 
ever convenient and ordinary it may be, in ſtatu ec. 
Clefie bene conflitute, to have Congregations diſtin» 
guiſhed and fixed as to their local Bounds, Paſtors, 
e. yet this is not eſſential, but accidental to their | 
Being. Suppoſing there are, in à populonsCity, a Mul- | 
titude of Chriſtians equal to ten Congregations, or ten 
Times as many as can conveniently meet in one Place s 
it one Time, tho they are not formally moulded in- 4 
to ten diſtin Societies, yet, if they are all fed and o- | 
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dified with the Word, Sacraments and Diſcipline, by 
a competent Number of Paſtors, travelling in com- 
mon amongſt them; ſuppoſing all this, I ſay, then 
there could be no eſſential Difference betwixt them 
and ten formed or fixed Congregations, under the In- 
ſpection and Government of ten fixed Paſtors, confti» 
tuting a Presbytery in their collegiate Meetings. In 
theſe Sentiments I am ſupported by the venerable 
Weſtminſter Aſſembly their Form of Presbyterial Church 
Government, examined and approved by the General 

Aſſembly of this Church, anno 1645. In this Form; 

that Aſſembly, having proved that the Church of Je- 

ruſalem conſiſted of more Congregations than one, 
and that all theſe d r were under one Preſs 
| byterial Government, they ſubjoyn theſe Worlls 
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Ordination' of Paſtors; / That theſe | | 
clided;In their extroardina ' Office:and/ Miſbom-alt | 
the ordinary Offices of che miftry,' and char ili-ors: 
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mit a Suocoſſon of Precbyters, ang PL oft Tier- 
88885 hea Nr *. EDT 
Thus | 


1 1 


0 — ent 6s bn "by Ret 


che fame Mabe, * might clear, the Origin 
| of Presbyteries their Diſtinction from ang another, 
* their Diviſion or- Diſtribution | into various Dis: 
ſtriftz, containing the Ct tional ant Presbyterial 
Churches ander; their 2 — — 4 


nt | general. T evider , | 4 
ve . Rs ono 
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= according to the Scripture-Pattern, to thy: 
Wl. 15 and Conſtitution of that Synod; which 
= before a0 had an Exiſtence of its own, could not poſſi⸗ 
Wl bly: have diverſified theſe Presbyteries,or made any: 
W Diftintion amongſt them. Nihili nulla ſunt affetios' 
nes. The firſt ynod of the Chriſtian Church, and 
Pattern of all after Synods, ſet before us Act xv. could 
not, before its own Exiſtence and Meeting in Jerigſa · 
lem, have diſtinguiſhed, or diverſified from one as; 
I! nother the Presbyteries of which itſelf was donſtitu : © 
ted; theſe, to wit, of the Churches of Jeruſalem, Au. Di 
| Harb, Syria and Cilicia; but muſt needs have ſup⸗ 
poſed their previous Diſtinction and Diverſity. + + v1 
The Diviſion or Diſtinction of —— in the dhe 
Chriſtian Church, and in * well conſtitute Part 
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| 1 have ſaid, That An or Prim: 
. the radical Quality of cord apo WY | 
Uſefulneſs. As the Root is pe Loney Are S ihe 
Stem that ariſeth from it, aud to th ele and 
Nouriſhment of its n Leaves and Fruit; ſo 
Presbyteries are perpetually uſeful and neceſſary (un- 
- der Providence pe well to the Being and rt of 
che Miniſtry and Judicatures of the Church, as to 
che Exerciſe of ecclefiaftick Government and Diſci- 
Pe? in a ſtated, conftant and ordinary Way. This 
ſo plain and clear, from what hath been already 
Hid, ea. from what further will eaſily occur to the 
Obſervation of every thinking Perſon, 8 moderately | 
acquainted with Presbyterial Government, and the 
Share that Presbyteries bear therein, and in the Ex- 
etciſc thereof, that I need mot end a Word in the 
Proof or Ihiftration of it : Therefore I ſhal} proceed 
t the next Thing conſiderable anent a Presbytery. 
1 come now to ſpeak a little of the conſtituent 
| s of a Pres 1 Þ cle 
He Paſtors or preaching res 
1 ar u 0 Wes: "Church, c/o 
' Paſtors, and they only, or a competent Number of 
_ thety, are effentially neceſſary to the Being of a Presby- 
* and the Exerciſe of its Furidical Power. This 15 
PKin to me, from 1 Tim. iv. 14. where the Judi» 
Atture chat ordaſhed a with tion af 
. is ſaid, by the inſpired Apoſtle, to have bean 
I 84244456 3 and, as no Man can queſtion, but this 
ck im poling Hands on the Ferlon ordained, 
ee Gen, was intire in its Eſſence, 
ind < e in its Power; fo, I chink, as few can 
alledge, 1 any Ch urch-Officer, inferior to a Pa- 
* or proxhin Wer, did partake 3 in that Act. It 
gan 
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theſe inferior Office- Bearers. But, upon the 
„theſe inferior Office- Bearers, not having 


the paſtoral Office included in their own, can never - 


make a Presbytery, where Paſtors. are wanting or abs 


ſent. 
I do not, however, deny the 111 or Exx 
ency of Elders and Deacons their being, | 
bers of Presbyteries, but the Neceſſity only. The 
lixth Chapter o Ache Bs of the A poles pms # onto 
Doubt with me, that Deacons, . 5 called, ordained 
and qualified, have Right to ſit ad es with a - 
Presbytery, in what concerns the Relief of the Poop = 
and iſtribution of the Church's Goods, or cha- 


ritable ColleRions for that End; eſpecially where there W 


are not fixed Congregational Elderſhips tor managing 
theſe Affairs. The Title of Ruling Precbyters within 
the Bounds of a Presbyterial Church, to joyn with 
the preaching Presbyters, in the Exerciſe of Govern | 
ment and Diſcipline, is not here diſputed, but ſup- 
pete ed. The 9 only are, Of. TOR 2 1 
_ Elders, in 2 to the Number of Pa- 


ſtors or preachin 
iſt 2 By whom ſhould this propo — umber of 
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The two firſt of theſe Qu | sa. 
vaſt Number of Ruling bee 


ders (much 8 the Number,of Paſtors) 
are in ſome Churches, particularly our own; and 


that Number of theſe Elders hath again its Ariſe from 


che Settlement of fired Congregational KIderfhip ot 


Church-Seffions, in almoſt all our particular Pariſties; 


| which Having, for the moſt Part, but one fixed Pa. 
Kor, muſt have ſeveral Rulmg Elders to joyn with 


him, for making up  Judicature:' Whether Tuch ai 
exceſive Number of Ruling Elders for this End; or 


5 ſuch an Ere&jon of Congregational EIderſhips b) 


that Means, is conſiſtent with the divine Inſtitution, 


and primitive Pattern, I ſhall not diſpute; but thit 
theſe, or either of them; are eſſential to the Being of 


any Chriftian Church, Congreg ational, 1 
to think from the Word of God, or any other Autho* 


- rity whatſoever. 


Upon the contrary, as I have already hinted, that 
gregation, is not 
rebyterial Church, 
Oc. and have vouched, for my Support in — 
the Authority of the Weſtminſter Aſſembly, and of 


dur own Church; ſo I now add, That ſeeing it ap- 


ue from the Word of God, and the Conſent df 
earned and judicious Men, that, in the Apoſtles 
Days, Con 1 were not diſtinguiſhed or fixed, 

tors, Members, or local Bounds; nor, ot 


conſequence, could then have had fixed Congregati. 

enal Elderfhips or Seffions 3 and yet, ſeeing, In theſe 
Days, yrhile theſe fixed Elderſhips were wanting, the 
9 & waxy 6 N > 5 Conſtitution 


o | contin of he Chetan Churches gutired and 
** | crefted by theſe Apoſtles, Sc. muſt be owned „ 
6a» have been then eſſentially complete and intire: Ses 


ing theſe Things, 1 ſay, appear, it mnt neceſſarily. | 
follow, That Congregational! Elderſhips cannot be 
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But, ſnppoſing a Number of Elders, fuperior to the 

Number of Paſtors, to be neceſſary for conflititing - 
 Church-Seffions, or for affifting Paſtors of particular 
Congregations, 1 inſpect ing and ber with leſ⸗ 
ſer Cenſures, not exceeding his or their Sphere, the 
Manners of the People, Oc. yet ſuch a Neceſſity of a 
Number . of .Elders, ſuperipr, or even. equal to' the 
Number of Paſtors, cannot be W in any other 
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any other Court. 


Caſe, or for the Ne her 
Anſwer therefore to the firſt Queſtion 155 propoſed 5 
Elders 


ind 2 That the Number of Ruling Elders in a 
ho: Presbytery, or Presbyterial Confiſtory, muſt be inferi- 


or, as is their Office, to the Number of Paſtors, or © 
hat preaching Elders conſtitating that Court. This s 
ol plain to me from Scripture, Reaſon, and the Practice 
ch) of this Church agreeable to bot.. 
ht; From Scripture it appears, That the Presbyterial | 
of M Church of Jeruſalem ME ly Paſtors, to wit, 
ap- twelve Apoſtles, Acks 1. 12, 13, 14 26a and 11. 14, 
of | 37. and vi. 2. and viii. 14. ſundry * rophets, 4a : 
des xi. 27. and ſeveral Elders, Acts xv. 2, 4, 6, 22, 83. 
ed, That, under the Inſpection of theſe Paſtors, it had a 
"of vaſt Multitude of Chriſtians, ſufficient to make up 
iti: many Congregations, or different Aſſemblies for pub= 
eſe lick Worſhip 5 ſuch a Multitude, as is called, At 
the if XX. 20. Too opiates, many Myriads, or Ten thou- 
1 =o | | ; „„ | lands, 


be ſuperior 1 to the Power of Paſtors, altho 1 22 


- Members, can, by fiding together, 115 Len 
Way, carry all before them, a 


1e J 
| Gibb ; and th at, notwithſtanding all this Multinds 
Paſtors 2 3 ple, that Chunk had allowed her, 
by the Apoſtles, no more but ſeven Deacons, Act W 
3 5, 6. Now, from this very ſmall Number of Dez 
cons, 2 with the . b of Paſtors and Con, 
tional Aſſemblies that were in. that Presb yterial 
Fe ers ol A of conſequence, 1 in its Presbyte 5 1 
think it not unnatural to conceive, and infer, Re 
if there was, at that Time, any Ruli ng Elders, diſt 
from Preachers, in that Church 
rt without Book) then their Number muſt 
n, in all Probability, ere to the Nun: 
ber of Deacons, ſuperior indeed to theirs, 
Elders Office, but inferior to the Number of Palin 
by by the ſame Rule. 


It is inconſiſtent with "3 at lea with” mine, 


That the Number of Ruling Elders, in a Presby 
— Hades 


ſhould be equal to the Number of preaching 
Why? M Wale their Number equal, and then their 
Power, in Matters of 88 and Diſci pline, will 


fice is inferior by divine eee . ? Thus, fifteen 
ruling Elders, in a Presbytery conſiſtin g of thiry 


ainſt the fifteen Pa- 
Mole rator or Preſes, can 


ſors, whereof one, bein 


trine, 1 Tim. v. 17. Or rather what ſhall become of 


| - the Government and Diſc; ipline of all Presbyterial 
Churches (and conſequently of the whole Church 


| | made r of _ — it 1s * in the Hands, and 
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(which! dare not af 


have no Voice in the Caſe ſuppoſed. What. hey 
muſt become of the Paſtors * K. 
Office and Order, and of the double Honour e : 

| ally due to them who labour in the Word and By 
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de it the Diſczetion of Ruling Elders only, Men of ſea 
ot; Nl cular 3 and Employment, and not wholly de- 
Yb I dicated to ſacred Affair? 
Nor will a Number of Ruling Elders in a Presbyte- 
Bs ff ry, equal to the Number of Paſtors, be conſiſtent with 
the Practice of this Church in a like Caſe, fo wit, the 
Caſe of Presbyteries their Commiſſioners to, and Re- 
preſentation. in her General Aſſemblies. As this Re- 
Freſentation of Presbyteries muſt hold Proportien to 


ſo the Number of Ruling Elders, in the Repreſenta- 
tion or Commiſſion, muſt hold Proportion ( far frem 
an Equality) to the Number of Miniſters, of whom 
chere muſt be two, at leaft, to one Ruling Elder; ac» 
2 AS 5. S 3. Aſem. 1694. Now if, in a 
Gener re fl | 
laſt, to one Ruling Elder, then, from a Parity af 
Reaſon, it will follow, that it ſhould be ſo in 2 Preſ- | 
2 In the Caſes, I am fure, there can be no ſpe» 
. Ti YH | | 
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In Anſwer, therefore, to the ſecond Queſtion, it 
muſt follow, from what hath been ſaid, That everx 
particular Elderſhip, where there is but one Paſtor, 
annot have a Right to chooſe and delegate a Ruling 
Elder to fit in Presbytery. Why? In moſt Presbyte- 
les this would ſtill make as many Elders as Paſtors 


What either every two Seffions, moſt conti ous, 
{ould meet together, and chooſe one Elder of their 
umber to attend the Presbytery for a certain Time 
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the Number of Pariſhes within their reſdeRive Bounds, 


Aſſembly, there ſhould be two Minifters, at 


ae moſt I can Tuppoſe allowable, in this Caſe, i 


I, that the one Half of the Church-Seffions, within 


e Bounds of a Presbyterial Church, ſhould chooſe | 
wulng Elders, by Turns, to attend its Presbytery; err 
therviſe, That the Presbytery itdelf ſhould, from 


„ 


tern or Precept authorizing any inferior Soc 1 to de 
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| ſhould Ruli Elders, in a Presbytery, have a deti- 19. 
ve Voice and judgment? In Matters of Manners or 
Practice, I think, that fall under eccleſiaſtick Gover 


poſe, wants no Commentary; nor needs a 
. * any Ihuſtratien. | e 
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Time t to Time, hah and call u} by Turns, out 


the whole Elderſhips, ſach a Num x a the beſt « * b. 


lified Elders, as can ago with the Number a 
ſtors, and may, through the Bleſſing of God, be 55 h 


| uſeful for promoting the ſpiritual Intereſt of the 


whole Prsby terial Church. 3 | as 
The laſt = theſe Ways, of bringing Ruling Ales an 
into Presbyteries, I humbly think the beſt, and mol 


_ conliftent with the Nature * the Societies, concerned, C 


and their Relation t one another, as ſimilar Pars 


to an integral Body. A radical Court, ſuch as to 


have pioven a Presbytery to be, cannot be made u 
iT of Delegates; in Part 40 Whole. Nor indeed pr 


in all the New Teftament, to my ( e any Pate 


legate Members to a Presbytery, altho there. is Autho- 

rity enough for Presbyteries to delegate M Members toll the 
rior Judicatures. . He: 
he third Thing queried, was, In whit Afatien the 


ment or 22 but not at all-in Matters or Point 
of Doctrine, af are to be decided, according to the 
Word of God, b by ſuch whoſe Office it is to, labout 


therein, and in the Interpretation and Applicationſf-fo t. 
thereof. This Deciſion ſeems as well i LJ as the ted 
Ruling Elder's Office, in the Scripture lately cited 28 f 
1 Tim. v. 17+ Let the Elders that rule well be Tout l Offi 


worthy of double Honour, eſpecially they who A. 


the Word and Doctrine. A Text, ſo plain for my Pu 
82 ſo c 0 


1 * — T 
oy 
b 
©. . 
3 


3 mw Ro 9 
ute 2h. I come now to the intrinfick Power of a 4 Proſe N 
na- if dytery within its own Bounds 5 which, I aſſert, is $utfre 
7 oh Cable; and intenſively equal, tho not extenfives _ 
mol ly, to the Power of any provincial, national, Ce | 
nöd. This complete juridical Power, a Presbytery, 


ss an integral Part of the Catholick Church tieſs 0 

Iden and as the firſt Subject recipient thereof, in Order of | 

a Time, hath eben f 8 to ĩt, 1 875 the wy Fefus 
Chriſt, the Fountain of all ectlefiaſtick 


That ſich a Power every Prethytery 8 7 is pling 5 
to me, from the anthentick Pattern oof tha Judiea - 
ture, the Presbytery, to Wi, of \ Jernſalem; and e- 
r primitiye Presbyteries conſtituted by the A. 
poſtles; which Presbyteries (the Example and Model 

of ſuek 35 were to be eredted in the Chriſtian Church) e 
off] did poſſeſs and exerciſe within their own Diſtrigss 
to the whole Power of che Keys of the Kingdom of | 

Heaven, c to che Paftors and | Rulers of 
the Church, by  ChrifPs Deed of Gift, Mutth: xvi, 
i9. John x% 23 it is evident from the facted — 
cords, That, by theſs | primitiye Presbyteries, diſtribu - 
tively and colleQively conſidered; not enly were the 
Wotd,and Sacraments difpenſed to the Congregations 
if their Presbyterial Chutches reſpectively, as Adr its 
ut 42. and vi. 4. and z. J. 1 Cor. i, 14; 16. but al“ 
tial fo the higheſt Ads of eccleſiaftick Power, were exer® _ 
ted b Hons, and judged competent for chem; fiixh 
1 0 of . and ſolemn Miſſion o 1 


i Tim. iv. 14. and Acts of Excommunication 


Pu AGtution of Delinquents, 1 Cor. v. 4, 5, J 13. nd 
0 bY Cor. ii. 65. 75 8, nor were theſe Acts of Power, 


Government, and Diſcipline; competent only tothoſs - 
primitive W bee . the e and other 
extra. 


* 


ficers, Aas vi. 6; and wills 1. 3. and ziv. 23. 


1 in ſuch a Meet] 


* r the Word of God; whence it appears, to 


+ ws 1 

. AF Ba fig” were Ir 2 che ſ⸗ fun A 

| ing they adted not therein as Apo r extract. 

diary Office- Bearers, but as ordinary Patre or Prei. 

dy ol „This I, have N vodred already to clear 

#8 120 ſhall now only add, T Lite had the he Apo: wi $ met 
and acted. as A poſtles, or as the univ 1 

tue Chriſtian Church, then their Meeting or Confiſte- 

7 could not | hays been- a Presbytery,. ty — a Genera] 

ou 


ting, As of Ordination, and 

could be warrantably imitated by no fuck rep below 

a General Council 5 the whol e C ch repreſentt · 

tive; which is moſt abſurd d to 3s fon 
As this complete Power of _ and Jar 

ien is4 in Presbytery, ſo is it committed thereto,and 


lodged therein, as the firſt Subject recipient of that i ; 


Power, and 4 2 to exerciſe the ame: I own 
indeed, that the whole e ie an Power, 
granted by Chrift to his Church, and for the Behodf 
and. Rdifration of. his xy my myſtical, was gen if 0 
marih, to the Catholick Church, miniſterial or pol 
tical, as to one Society; or to the whole Rule 
that political Body, as che firſt Subject thereof, in 085 


[8 der of Nature; but, in Order of Time, this Power i 


given to all the integral Parts of that integral Body, 

'8 Ir to the Exiſtence and. Capacity of "y 

Part. 7 1 

F. 5 In this Thought 1am ſupports] by y Cindry karg 
Divines, . by our ewn pious, a 

Profeſſor Rutherford, in his Due Right of gn wet 

Chapter tenth 5 yea, ſupported, I hope, with: greater 


me. That Chriſ gave this Power to his Apoſtles, 5 
monly, 4s Repreſentatives of the univerſal Rulers o e 
* 


* . 


ncilz and, of conſequenc 2 Ads done . k | 0 


ws 


2 tatives C P Nn s of all che 
7 | ds contained! in that one Body politick. - 
rel: after what Manner the Repreſentatives were ſent Vows 
1 into the Church with this Power, \ our Lord himſelf 
TH hath told us, Jobn xx. 21, 22, 23. N with - 
Matth. xvi. 5 and xxviii. 18, 19, 20. AS my Father; 
faith 1 bath ſent me, even ſo ſend I you, &cg 
How then hath the Father ſent the Son? He hath ſent 
him, bin, Fe in Order of Nature, to the whole Church; 
ele World; 5 and then, in Order of Time, to 
5 and that Perſon in the World, according 25 they 
exit, and are capable, through Grace, to believe in this 
Redeemer. Jahn Hi. 16. For, God fo loved the World;' 


arif that he gave his onl; 


lieveth in him ſhould not hath the 

Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſent ] e clothed with ec 
cefialtick Power, firſt, in Order of Nature, to his Ca- 
tholick Church viſible ; 5 and then, in Order of Time, 


to this or that Part thereof, according to its Exiſtence, 
and Capacity to receive the ſame ; and, of conſe- 


10 theſe his Minifters, and the Judicatures conſtituted by. 
chem. Now, a Presbytery, being the Judrature of the 

A. Chriſtian Church that is firſt in its Eriftence, Ere&ion 

| Yad Conſtitution, as I have but byely oved, it 
er muſt needs therefore, . in Order of Time, 1 the 2 
* Sub Nor recipient of all eccleſiaſtick Power. 


1 e 
* 


e de der be⸗ 


quence, in this Order hath he given that Power. to | 


is this Power of a Presbytery derived to has. 4 


7 from the Catbolick Church, as the firſt Subject of 
Hh Fower, | in Order of Nature, but is deri ved theretoy' | 
tom Chriſt the original Fountain. There is no ſuch. 
by Thing, in my Opinion, nor in the Opinion of niuch - 
Sol better Judges as 4 e of eoc as 28 8 


— 


& 
= = . 
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Lan ons texrons Subj hereof 20 another, bur n 
_ - from the primitive Source. A Paſtor's Power of O- 
der is not derived to him from, the Precbytery by 
which he is ordained, or Crongrogation by which he 
is eleQed, but from Jeſus Chriſt. , The Congregs- 
indeed, is the Means, in the Hand of Providence, 


| of pointing out the Subject in which  Chrift [thinks 

At 1 lodge that Power, and the Prethytery the In- 
| firument of the. ſelemn Inveſliture 5 but the Deed of 
Gift, conferring the miniſterial Power, is Chriſt: 
and the Deed of. Conveyance or Delivery, 1s only the 
_ Presbytery's, in Chriſ's Name. Hence we find the El. 
dert of Epheſus are {aid to have got the paſtoral At- 


|  thority and Overſight of their Flocks,, not from guy 


human Power, but from the. Holy Gba, Aﬀs v. 
28. Take heed therefore unto your ſelves, and, to al 
the Flock over the which the. Holy Ghoſt hath made yo 
Overſeers, &c. „„ 5 4 uy 8 5 4 5 
And as Presbyters derive their Power of Order, 
ſo Prechyteries, made up of theſe,” do derive, their 
Power of Juriſdiction directly and immediately from 
Jeſus Chriſt; who, tho he hath given all ecclefiaflick 
Power, firſt, in Order of Nature, to the Catholic 
Church; yet, as has been before hinted, he confetz 
that Power, in Order of Time, upon Presbyteries, and 
l other integral Parts of that great Body, according 
to their Exiſtence and Capacity, This is illuſtrable 

| He by many natural Similitudes. Thus, the Author of 
Nature Ar given a diſcourſive Faculty, frft, in Or 
der of Nature, to, Mankind, or the human Nature in 


general; and then, in Order of Time, hath given the. 


.- Game, to this or. that May in particular, as an inte- 
| gral Part or Invidual of Mankind; yet this or that 
Man derives not that Facuky from the human Nat 


ys © . a: + 4 


e, 
or 


2 


Sener . ee 


or the reſt of Mankind, or bis own immediate pu- 
rents, Ana e his Produſtion ; but Bae y 
from the Author of Nature, God: ne In fike 
Manner, the human Soul. is infiiſed into the” whole hu- 
man Body, as ' its. firſt Subje recipient 3 and then 
into all the Parts of this organized Body, according to 
the Capacity of 222 Part; but this or that Part doth 
not dexive the Soul from the whole Body, or the other 
Parts thereof, but only and allenurꝭy from God the Fa- 
ther of Spirits. J uſt ſo ecclefiaftick Power is given to 
the Whole Church politick, as its firſt Subject, in Order 
f Nature; and then to Presbyteries, and other Tntegral 
Parts of that Catholick Body; yet neither doth a Preſ- 
bytery, - nor any other Part, derive their Power from 
that Body, but only and allenariy from Jeſus Chrift; the 
common; Head and original Fountain of the Church, 
and of ber Power. © In fine, As the human Soul ir is 
the Body natural, fo is eccleſiaſtick Power in the Body 
politick; Totum, ſtil. in toto, & totum in qualibet parte. 


4 e. 


th 


— 
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C Provincial node. 

V T is neither my preſent Buſineſs nor Deſign to 

1 prove the Lawfulneſs of Synods, or their In- 

* . by divine Authority, as. ecolefiaſtick e 

Courts: ſuperior to Presbyteries; this hath been done 
to my Hand by many of greater Abilities. Nor need 

I ſpend Time in clearing what is univerſally owned. 
vincial, national and oecumenical, are of the very ſame 


Nature and Kind, and differ not from one another 
85 8 N 1 1 42 „„ « s Specifically, * 


» 
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. or in regand of t pr ence, Get 


| Power 3 but gircumſtan on] Jo : in 1 
9 Extention or Bounds, Wc. Hence is it, 5 


_ Hod of Jeruſalem, mentioned Ag xy. is addy» 
by Divines as the authentick Pattern of all Hnods, 
or * lies ſuperior to Presbyteries. Seeing chere 
fore what I am to adyance, concerning the effential 
| Properties of a Provincial nod, will be equally apy 
8 to other Synods, I muſt beg Liberty to l 
. the longer upon them. 
A Proviucial Ouod or Aſſembly, is, ar I conceive, 
| op. occaſional Judicature, confiſting of all the Preite: | 
| ries within its Preciut, convened together, in tbeir 
Maſter't Name, for their mutual Help and ar 
, aud + managing 1 ach extraordinary Aﬀairs- of | 
e Concern, as providentially fall into thei 
| / andi; 5 ar whic 5 En 7 this Court, within its om 
Bound, th a complete _ intire juridical Power.” 
All L intend, by this Definition of a Provincial Sy. 
+ nod, is to make Way for ſome 1 I am to of- 
fer; with Submiſſion to thoſe who have a greater Fa- 
| culty of thinking, anent the occaſional Nature, the 
| _ ituent Members, and the real Power of that | 
| Court. 

Firſt then, I call a Provincial Synod ( and indeed 
| every Synod ) an occaſional Judicature, to d iſtin- 
| | gniſh Snodt, and their Buſineſs, from Presbyteries 
aud theirs, which appear to me very diſtinguiſhable. | 
| That Judioature, in my humble Judgment, is not in- 
tended or appointed, by the Head of the Church, for 
ererciſing its juridical — at all Seaſons, or in all 
| - Cafes of Government and Diſcipline ; but upon ſame 
| fpecial emergent Occaftons, and in Caſes only that 
| are wank extraordinary, or difficult, Why ? ; The 
[ Government 


nt 


Corea) and Diſciphy ic of the cee, in che 4 
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conſtant and ordinary xerciſe thereof, is commit- 


ted to Presbyterles, as conſtant and ordinary Courts 


of Judicature, and not ta Synode; which, ſaith Pro- 
feſſor Ruther ord, 1 in his forecited Book, Page 3 06. are 
not ordinary nor conſtant Courts; but 0 owhoks 
and, pro re nata, occaſional, bavin their Ariſe from 


ſome Occurrence of Providence. And this he Gears, 


both with reſpe& to Prevbyteries and ode, by In- 
ſtances from Scripture. The Church o Epheſus; ſaith 
he, being a rer re Church, did conſtantly exerciſe 
Diſcipline, and try falſe Prophets, and thoſe , which 
called them my Jews, but were not, Revel. ii. 2. - 
Whereas that famous Council at Jeruſalem was not 
an ordinary and conſtant ate mt extraordinary; 


that ic, faith he, occafional, and had its Riſe from a _ 


mere Occafien 5, Acts xv. 1. Becauſe ſome came from 
Judea aud taught the Bretbren, and ſuid, Except Je be 
circumciſed, after the Manner of Moſes, ye canhot be 


ſaved. And, from the ſixth Verſe of the now cited 


Chapter, this worthy Author makes it plain, That the - 

ſubje& Matter of that Synod? 1e and 

Judgment, was not the conſtant a ordinary Aﬀaits 
I and Diſcipline that belonged to the 


Precby teries of Feruſalem and Antioch ; but only an 


1 85 n raiſed by! falſe Teachers, Subver⸗ 
ters 1 
Now, if the Synod at Jeruſalem w was of ſuch a Na- 
ture, not an ordinary nor conſtant, but an extraordi- 
nary and mere occaſional Court; 5 pad if its Buſſe 
neſs, or the ſubjet. Matter of its Deliberation 4 
Cognizance, was not the ordinary A of Govern 
ment and Diſcipline belonging to the Pr 
Ca * it was 1 I ſay, with that 


| 


ner of their conven 


their Delegates only, that fo. the particular Churches 
be not left, for any Time, wholly deſtitute of Paltory, 
and that. the Number convening be not fo err. 
28 to occaſion Difficulty, Trouble, or Diſorder in th 
| Proceedings and Management of the Court; yet lef 


| ſer Aſſociations, as Provincial Synods, not ſo obnoxi- 


ing; | N. all their Ruling Officers perſonally, This 


by 
tioyably elected and commiſſioned to that Ef#. The 
ſt of theſe Ways ſeems indeed moſt agreeable to 
the Scripture-Pattern left for Synods 5 but the May- 

r of t ning not being eſſential, but extri 
fick to their Nature, may be regulated, accordi 
to their Extent, by the Laws of Reaſon, and the. ge 
neral Rules of God's Word conſonant theretd. Tho 
greater Aſſociations, as National Synods, muſt meet by 


dus to theſe Inconveniencies, may meet, notwithſtand . 


7 
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in e of 


. — e e eee | 
& tal Expediency, | that, ſeting dt mr oppuſed hy n 
dung in the Wond-of ech i © becomes weeelſuryyoor 


Matter of Du 
J 

8 they a to ws algen Members 
b fame S ie the fam Ways All of yarn 
[meany. muſt prozeed from the Laine judiuaturecz th 
rictueiof! a perſonal —— —— 


teries, Wr leaſt of NhurcheSe 


Foy ech 


Gflererie ram one ngctllar in their” very. Eſſence amd 


Conſtitutions; al 
ime) Model er 


, the Synod ef Feraſalem; 


I maſbthereforeinfet; That che conſtituen Mem- 


Tce pace W e al i 
0 vhs, are 
ing iy ty man 
|; tive Byalt cke Rulin 
tries, I db not ans Achat! 


The Tok 


within 2 cr 
ling Elders of Presby- 
ein cheir M 


Ir have had à Title te be A u Members of theres 
peltive Proecbyteries ſinee the laſt — Meeting. 
f Synod © Albthefe, without —_ egation, h 


„ well as the Paſtors, 4 Righ 2 
8 Nee of i ma mares mage dt that 


T 
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to ms;'Pliat, meet Sede : 


re eee 5 


See ee 7 
or e gel Were iv otherweeß 

ben Nadin! and Prob inrial Synods' muſt needb B 5 
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ns of loch ProvkivieShhrods; ab ard not made os 05 


and officiate in · their Seſſions ; but all chat have _ | 
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| . © It ſhall not be thought criminal in me to prefer-th 
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ele agp. 

or ) in the Coiſtitt 
Genet Tang cheſs differ 155 

From the Conſtitution * ber General Synod, I bopefture, 


Church, (and Lam 
f her Provincial 8 


Hft named to the firſts l at all faulty to F 
Way, as I haveldone, wherein cheſe Judicatures mi 
be, ds fatto, as they arc, de Jure, of the ſame fprrifei 
Nature, and of a:hke Conformity to the divine Stun 
— Which indeed I think unattainable, ſo long af 
our Provincial Synods derive not all their Mei 
from Presbyteries,” as eren therein; ar Nd 
B there from. : cu TY 
NM — thinking belles what L have 
ready hinted, are ſhortly theſec::-Firff, The rorigini 
Model of Synods, left for our Imitation, Ad xv. wal 
1 up 4 Members and -Delegates of Presbytetin 
enn in more, of any from Church 
ons. The conſtituent Members af that Co˙mũm Dur. 


Were the A les, and Elders from the Presbyterulſſ” © 


Church of Feruſalem; Ads xv. 6. Paul, Barnabas, and rial 
others, from the Presbyterial Church of Antioch, Verſ 
4. compared with Sow 12. and it is more than p 
bable, from Verſe 23. that chere were Delegates. all 
from the Presby — Churches of Oria and Cilicia; 
but not a Word, 4 in all the Hiſtory of this famous 8. 
nale nor indeed 4 Word, in all Mane New Teſtament, ſents 
any Ofhcers or Delegates from any Church-Seſſion, ſuff 


| 3 or Congregational Elderſhip diſtin 1 a Presbyte- WW" 


xy! And r much — * if fach a Diſtinction N] Chu 
then in Being. 2dly. This Caſe is plain to me 7 ever 
the Nature o Things, as appointed by infinite Wik {for 


dom. It is a radical Jadicanire, eſſertial to the ec IId. 
5 cleſiaſtick Conſtitution, — in its Being, Rep 
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:gaig Members, fbr cbnſtituting' uf higher: Judicas | 
ture, by which the higheſt As of tctlefiaftick\Pow= 
be exerced. But ſuch it 4 Presbytery; and” 


* 


; founded in Neaſom 3 and the Subſümption being 
cer) from what i advanced in the foregoing * = 


I | hall only add for its farther Wuſtration, 


our reverend Profeſſor Rutherford, Who, 


meg wr r 8 


Page 302 to 308. 11s. at Pains to prove, That al- 
leit a congregatiomal Church be u true * Churchz © - 
baving all that is: neceſſary thereto, ad eſſe ſimpliciter; © | 
the Word aud Sacraments, &c. yet being, at'the 
ſame Time, but a Part or: Member of a Presbyterial - | 
ferations 35 but: nas e ordinary Power 0 ordinary = 
Juriſdiction in a more perfect Way,” becauſe of ordina® - 
Y and per fecter Con ſociation, is given to the Prestyte- 


L have done wich this Head, when have but in- 
inuated, in ſo many Words, That tho Church - Seſſons 


Would be allowed no Title to delegate Ruling El- 


der to Provincial Synods, yet have they no Grund 
t complain, as if they were not, in this Caſe, repre- 
ſented therein. Why? They are repreſented; and very hat: 
1 by the whole Paſtors and Elders that ſit 
in Synod, Office- Bearers of the Presbyterial -7 
Church whereot they are Members: More eſpetialy ; 
erery Congregational Church is repreſented by its Pa- 
ſtor, at leaſt, who is not a Paſtor only, but à Ruling 
Ider, and a Deacon alſo”: And if, to complete the -. 
Repreſentation, they want a Chriſtian of their Num- 
ber to fit in the Synod, then they have this in theinky * 
'< 2 1 


ll ; ue of conſeꝗ 


— ra 


| 2 lams- _ _ perry ag 
* ſochingz perh 5Þ6 Fri — — James cho J hope dh 
1 er 


F e hrtant Doll r 
8 ye. 8 * 1 
ſferuiug Turnus! And chis to do, delegating 
Elders of their on Number, Hut — * 
a5 haye always lived, andy by Office and ö 
obliged: to live, at: many Miles Diftarice fron 
| {ſuch as never were Mewbers of their Congrega 
Churches, or in ſtated Communion therewith 7 
ſuch 2 tho they; have Heritage in their: Pariſhes," ne 
ever Lale within the rom ure of che: Synde 
; fot From Topicks:n Religion zndiReaſon, . 
endeaypur to decry ſuch unaecountable Delegatiom, 
I ſaw them prevailing, or drawn: into FPreſident ; u, 
as it 155 I might (ay ſome what on this Subject, if Iden 
ö r ee by a juſt Regard to fame concerned:!- 
797 come now to inquiren into the real Pomer 
Provincial 2)K0ds, which; I acknowhdgs 
4 | cape aud intire within their unn Bound. 
it bei 
fed politick Body bath Power of Church. Govorumin 
within itſelf; and a Pravineial Syucd; being ſuch aBo 
uence, —— inten fie 
equal to the Powe of a National nod, or een of: 
General Council; yet ſd, as this Synodicat-Power' 
not Þrivative of, nor daſtructive to the Bower of N 
interies, = "ns o_ and ones of 
| dime; a 45.1615 not iu riot to 
eb 2 Y 0 15 Preabyteri 


Nig hwithin the lame, rot | 


2 Maxim in-Chureb-Pdliey;/That.every — 


There id, * 40 the Church, a 45 
rt e N e to Sy- 
n 5 oy Us, 1 
EFF 
| Perg but rather in a Sup Wiority of Capacity, I" 
exereiſe, nights" the ſame wer, or to regulate, to 
e, the Exerciſe therebf! Tho che Power of 2 
ery be the'{; 8 with the Power of 
as mall | iN x : uſt and numront 
iluftrions” on e Manner, 


Pes erf * ths che 1 5 Form, is not 
2 to, or depen ent ue a ; yet the Man- 
exerciſinj the ame ; or the Queſtion: how it 
1 0 bend exerciſed. nunc, or how it thall | 
be exerciſed; Þfo Futuro, ma. come, occafiobally, uns 
e ol this perior Court, and be de- 
i 3 gt a; ewes: fin hu Apen 
25 Hoa, As in n hi 
ind ding in * er Spe n pick Presby terier; 1 25 | 
zccording to the är ot the Cauſe, and in Cunfor- 
mity to the Rulk of God's Word; and the Lay of 
Nature, equally" binding Nene "all judicatures 
Suc a Power in Spo Xe ſo regulated, M! is 
Exerciſe, I heartily on to be of divine Inflifution; and 
great Eee pedieney? But any. ower in them, Nen 
fiſtent wich, or deſtructive to he radical inherent 
Power of Presbyteries, I am obliged to diſallow, as 
get in wee: dinion Fotentia u Gy * 
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